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COLLEGE HILL NEWS 
COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN USA 

JOIN US EACH SUNDAY  

WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:30 AM (Bilingual Worship) in parking and On 

College Hill Community Church’s Facebook Page  -                                                                                                              

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  9:15 AM ON ZOOM 

How Do We Grow Together and Stay Together While We Are Divided? 
 

This month, I was tempted to write something for the newsletter that was basically inspirational 

and encouraging, especially given the pandemic. However, as much as encouragement and      

inspiration is needed in these current times and circumstances, the Holy Spirit reminded me that 

sometimes we do not address the most immediate concerns at hand.  And if we do not admit to a 

problem, how will we ever solve it? 

So, what is my concern?  It is: “How do we as a family of faith, or families and friends in general, 

grow and stay together while we are divided?”  We are now going into another fall season with 

COVID numbers steadily climbing.  While many have been vaccinated, others have not.  And even 

those who have been vaccinated are faced with a new strain of COVID that the scientists had not 

addressed with the first vaccine.  Added to these concerns is the consideration of needing another 

booster vaccine in an effort toward preventing further infection, or least lessening the effects of the 

virus.  Thus, we find ourselves in many ways separated yet again.  We are masked, distancing, 

and often not meeting or talking much at all, other than our small groups. 

As if that was not enough, I find myself as a new pastor trying get to know and minister to this   

wonderful congregation in the midst of all that is going on.  I could truthfully quote that great novel, 

A Tale of Two Cities saying in a contemporary way, “It is the best of times, it is the worst of times.”  

Many people I meet or that I speak with, ask me what it is like at College Hill, or how am I enjoying 

my new congregation.  And I respond continually accentuating the positives: that we have been 

able to offer worship services inside and outside, that we have continued to minster and help in the 

community however we can, and that the people are a wonderful family of faith, just to say the 

least.  And all of that is true! 

However, the challenges can be discouraging.  I find that when we worshipped inside, a lot of our 

worshippers are visitors.  Which is great!  But, then I don’t get much of chance to meet and greet 

the existing members.  When we are outside, we get more attendance. Yet, most people            

understandably stay in the safety of their cars, and again those face-to-face conversations and           

fellowship are missed.  We have Zoom meetings with church leaders, but we rarely have an       

opportunity to just spend time to get to know one another, and build bonds. I offered fireside chats, 

but not many took me up on the offer.  Technology can be barrier to those who don’t know it, but in

-person can be scary to many as well.  It is quite the quandary. 

(continued on page 2) 
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How Do We Grow Together and Stay Together While We Are Divided? 
(continued from page 1) 

So, I don’t know about you, but I often feel like I am part of a family with many estranged         

members; ones that I want to get know and want them to get know me.  Yet, it is a struggle to 

make that happen.  And for those who have known and loved one another for years, the distance 

still takes it toll.  We have people that haven’t seen each other since the pandemic started; and as 

we realized from Saturday’s homegoing service, there are people we will not see again in THIS 

world even after it is over.   

All of this made me think of the scripture in Romans 12, where Paul talks about how every member 

is important and how we depend on one another.  He writes:             

For as in one body we have many members,  

and not all the members have the same function,  

so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,  

and individually we are members one of another.   

Romans 12:4-5 

Martin Luther King, Jr., elaborated so eloquently in his Letter from a Birmingham Jail: 

“In a real sense all life is inter-related. All men(women) are caught in an inescapable        
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly,      
affects all indirectly. I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be, 
and you can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be… This is the        
inter-related structure of reality.” 

I often quote this passage to battle racism.  However, I quote it now to remind us as a family of 
faith, as a community, and as humans, we need one another. Now is not the time to allow          
distance to grow between us.   

So, what is the solution?  There may be many.  I think all of us need to try harder and get more 
creative!   But, first, there needs to be the willingness to reach out, however we can to encourage 
one another and lift each other up, and not allow separation to grow between us. It is so easy to 
just sit and wait for the storm to pass.  It is so easy to not speak to people we don’t have a          
relationship with, and therefore, grow apart.  It is so easy to concentrate on what is wrong, rather 
than work toward something right. But just because its harder to nurture relationships doesn’t 
mean it is not worthwhile.  Let’s make it our mission to grow and stay together.   

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

We can do it if we try! 

Pastor Worthen 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL MAGAZINES 

The Upper Rooms and Daily Bread devotional 

magazines are now available outside in front of 

the door facing the parking lot.  You can ask the 

parking lot attendants as well! 
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BIRTHDAYS - MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

PRAYER LIST 

 

Vivian Fletcher            Sept.  2 
Nyomi Grace Drake    Sept.  3 
Maria Bernado              Sept.  3 
Jessica Jenkins             Sept.  4 
Kathy Lakes Sept.  6 

Kim Coleman Sept.  7 

Paula Drake                 Sept.  9 
Bernetha Pulliam          Sept. 10 
Brianna Smith               Sept. 10 
Marcos Comacho          Sept. 14 
Gladys Turner Finney Sept. 16 

Beverly Jenkins     ` Sept. 18 

Matthew Gray        Sept. 20 

Larry Jenkins         ` Sept. 21 

Daryl D. Peterson   Sept. 23 

Alexis March           Sept. 23 

Nelson Stone, Jr.    Sept. 24 

Trey Coleman        Sept. 24 

Lucy Brnadon Sept. 24 

Ma'Cklya Lakes Sept. 24 

Jerry Daniels Sept. 26 

Tamara Daniels       Sept. 26 

Prayers of Healing, Recovery & Comfort over         

Illness, Health Tests and Treatments 

  Linda Jones’ grandson who has tested positive for 
 COVID;  Linda Jones, and her family 

  Joyce Daniels, her family, and her daughters, 

 Tamara and Kennetha Norman through health issues 

   Lula Johnson, sister of Gwen and Evelyn Johnson.  

   Rev. Bernard Jones who has COVID 

   Carole Estelle and family 

   Dr. Carolyn Peters  

Prayers for Comfort, Love & Peace for those Grieving 

 Josephine Laury, and the Gregory family, over the loss        

 of her mother, Maria C. Gregory 

 Jimmy Thompson and Thompson family over loss of Sue      

 Thompson 

• The McCurdy family and Vicky Eason, over the loss of her 

 good friend Curtis McCurdy. 

 Joyce Daniels and her family over loss of cousin, Fred Pearl 

 Marjorie Baker for the death of her brother, Theodore 
 Marion 

Prayers for Safe Traveling Mercies, Jobs, Life Situations 

 Jose Vidal, his son Dylan, along with the 35 people being 
laid off at his factory  

 Marcus Johnson traveling 

 La’Risha Gay and family traveling for wedding  

PRAISE REPORTS 

 Melanie Monzon- Recovering from 
 surgery 

 Carlyn Miller’s daughter, Juanita, 
 as she recovers from surgery. 

 Aniya Drake was a scholarship      
 recipient for the Synod of the        
 Covenant Scholarship 

 We had 3 people register for the Pre
- Electrician training classes! 

Prayers of Comfort, Healing & 

Peace for those with Chronic   

Illness 

 Jane Beal 

 Ruth Bragg and Family 

 Vicki Eason 

 Bruce Johnson 

 Michael Love 

 Bob Moore 

 Nelson Stone Jr. 

 Doris Thompson 

 Gerry Thompson 

 Pastor Darryll & Rev. Karen 

 Young 

 Michael and Gloria Gates 

 The Stevens Family  

Prayers over Our Community, and    

the World 

 Prayers of peace for the situation 
 in Afghanistan  

 Prayers of recovery and peace for 
 Haiti after the earthquake  

 Prayers of comfort and peace for 
 those who have lost loved ones.  

 Our church members and leadership                              

 Justice, healing and reconciliation in 
 our nation and communities 

 God’s peace, protection, and            
 revitalization of our community  

 Prayers for the people in Louisiana 
following Hurricane Ida 

“Do not fear, for I am with  you, do not be 

afraid, for I am your God; I will       

strengthen you, I will help you, I will     

uphold you with my victorious right 

hand.”               Isaiaha 41:10 (NRSV) 
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2021 DAYTON AREA CROP Hunger Walk 

Information for College Hill CROP Walk Participants 

We invite you to take part in the Dayton Area CROP Hunger 
Walk on Sunday, October 3, 2021. This year, Shiloh UCC 
Church in Dayton (Main St. & Philadelphia) has invited us to walk 
starting in their parking lot and in the adjacent cemetery, a one     
kilometer loop walk that can be extended to any distance 
you want to walk. In addition to this physical walk, you may       
instead (or also) do a virtual walk. 

1. We encourage you to begin thinking now about being a 
walker yourself or a  sponsor of others who walk. Your liaison, Larry Hollar, will provide 
each walker with an envelope to collect checks and cash. He will also let you know how to        
register online as a walker and how to donate online to support a walker or to the entire College 
Hill team. So let Larry know if you plan to walk!  

2. If you can’t walk at Shiloh Church, here are some virtual walk ideas from last year 
that we can try: A mini-walk around our church or in your neighborhood on Oct. 2-3?      
Walking from home with signs and CROP shirts, recording your walk on social media? A week 
of hunger reflections via Zoom, with a gathered, socially-distanced walk together on Oct. 3? A 
“spirit walk” for those who can’t actually walk? All are great ways to engage virtually!  

3. Our College Hill team is already registered on https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/
event/daytonoh.  So walkers can now set up your own donation hubs within our team’s page, 
and we can celebrate online donations as our team amount increases.  

4. We always encourage online donations at the Walk’s secure web site: https://
events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/daytonoh. Checks and cash will also be gratefully       
accepted and you can give those to the walker(s) you support. They will then give those             
donations to Larry Hollar or if necessary bring them to the walk.5 

5. Remember that our Dayton Foodbank receives 25% of the Walk proceeds, while 
Church World Service receives 75%. So together we work to end hunger at home and 
abroad! Last year’s Walk raised more than $11,500 and College Hill led all other faith             
communities with $1,855 —so let’s exceed that in 2021.  

6. Here are some important details for the day of the Walk at Shiloh Church:   

a.  This year we will have a rolling start time.  Teams may register between 1:00 – 2:45 
p.m. on October 3, and complete walking by 4:00 p.m.  So we will make a plan with 
our College Hill team walkers for the time we want to meet to begin walking between 
1:00 – 2:45 p.m. 

b.  When we arrive at the Walk, I personally as Team Leader will go to the Registration 
Table to register our Team. While I am doing that, our Team members should go to 
the Walker Sign-in Table to record your presence and officially sign in for the Walk. 

c. I want to bring all the Walker envelopes to turn in to our Walk Treasurer at the       
Registration Table at the Walk. So walkers, please turn those envelopes in to Larry 
Hollar by October 2.  

d.   After everyone has registered, all our walkers will have our picture taken as a group 
by the Walk photographer. Also please send me your Walk photos to share with 
CROP. 

(continued on page 5) 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/daytonoh
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/daytonoh
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/daytonoh
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/daytonoh
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2021 DAYTON AREA CROP Hunger Walk 
(continued from page 4) 

d.   After everyone has registered, all our walkers will have our picture taken as a group 
by the Walk photographer. Also please send me your Walk photos to share with 
CROP. 

e.   After our team photo is taken, a CROP Walk planning team member will pray with us 
and send us off on the Walk.   

f.   The Walk will happen rain or shine. If there is severely adverse weather, I will instruct 
you what to do.  Hungry people need our support, even if our weather is bad! 

7.  Questions? Contact your Walk liaison Larry Hollar, 937-643-3168 or larryhollar@gmail.com. 

Thank you for supporting the 2021 Dayton Area CROP Hunger Walk! 

TEENS COLUMN 

Sunday, September 12th is Grandparents Day.  Below are quotes about Grandparents. 

“Grandparents make the world a little 
softer, a little kinder, and a little    

warmer.” – Unknown 

“Grandmas never run out 
of hugs or cookies.”      

— Unknown 

“No cowboy was ever faster on the draw  
than a grandparent pulling a baby picture out 

of a wallet.” - Unknown 

“Grandparents are the best kind of grownups.”  
— Unknown 

“Becoming a grandmother is wonderful.        
One moment you’re just a mother. The next, 

you are all-wise and prehistoric.” 
— Pam Brown 

“There is nothing more wonderful than the 
love and guidance a grandparent can give 
his or her grandchild.”   — Edward Fays 

“If you’re lucky enough to still have grandparents, 
visit them, cherish them and celebrate them while 

you can.” – Regina Brett 

 “Appreciate your grandparents while they are 
around. Listen to their stories, cherish their love 
and spend time with them. It is as good for you 

as it is for them.” – Unknown 

 “Some of the world’s     
best educators are            

grandparents.”                  
– Charles W. Shedd 

“Young people need something stable to hang 
on to – a culture connection, a sense of their 
own past, a hope for their own future. Most 
of all, they need what grandparents can give 

them…” – Jay Kesler 

“Grandparents should play the same role in the family as an elder statesman can in 
the government of a country. They have the experience and knowledge that comes 
from surviving a great many years of life’s battles and the wisdom, hopefully, to 

recognize how their grandchildren can benefit from this.” – Geoff Dench 
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Spanish Language Bible Study SUNDAY NIGHTS at 7pm via Zoom 

 Join us on Sunday nights at 7pm for a lively and informative Bible Study in collaboration with our 
sister church, the Presbyterian Church of Cartagena, Colombia.  Pastor Angelica leads us weekly in a           
theologically grounded, practical, and participatory investigation of the scriptures. 
 In August, we are beginning a new study, “Into the Light”, the Presbyterian         
Women series that looks at lament as a proper theological response to the difficult      
situations of our world. One of the foundational points of the study is that, in scripture, 
lament usually leads to hope. Hope implies movement: both God’s inherent movement 
toward justice and our movement toward God. Recovering lament may be one of the 
church’s most timely gifts to the world. 
 This is a family-friendly, multigenerational, international gathering in which children, youth, and 
adults are all encouraged to participate!  

Connect via internet: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89568392922 
Dial-in by phone:  (301) 715-8592    
Meeting number: 89568392922 (then press # at the prompts, no password required) 

BACK TO SCHOOL! 

Help your child return to school prepared!  

Ages 12+ are eligible for a safe and FREE 

COVID-19 vaccination at CVS Pharmacy®. 

Walk in or schedule an appointment today. 

Join us at 9:00 AM every week for a 

“Prayer Walk” through the                                 

neighborhood suroounding the 

church.   

https://us02web.zoom/
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ELAM’S PUBLIC RELATIONS MINISTRY  
 

Elam‘s public relations ministry will meet Wednesday, September 15, 2021 from 10 AM to 12 PM 

at the church. The ministry has the following components:  

 Electric sign: Ruling Elder, Clerk of Session Marva Gray. 

 Facebook/website/YouTube: Kathy Lakes 

 Newsletter: Deacon Jan Brecht, and Ruling Elder Pat Townsel. 

 One Call Now: Ruling Elders, Reverend Dr. Carolyn Peters, Dr. Marlea Gaskin, and Pastor 

Merrett Worthen 

 Request for advertisement of church related activities: Chair Person, Ruling Elder Reverend Dr. 

Carolyn Peters, Signatures: Pastor Merrett Worthen, Ruling Elders Paula Ewers and Marlea 

Gaskin. 

Please mark your calendar‘s and join us especially those who have expertise in advertisements 

and public relations. We need your ideas and your support.  

 

Submitted by Reverend Dr. Carolyn Peters 

REFLECTION 

Every Sunday’s worship service includes a time for  both public general confession of         
transgressions, and private personal, perhaps very specific admission and request for           
forgiveness. Somehow that doesn’t always seem enough for me, and I find myself admitting to 
a failure through writing for the newsletter.  As old as I am certainly should not be falling prey 
to  making assumptions. But you guessed it I did.  I recently received an email from the pastor 
about background checks and teaching Youth Sunday School, .I briefly (partially) skimmed it 
and did not read the entire thing.  So I missed going to get my background check initiated, and 
therefore could not teach the first Sunday as planned.  I wasn’t even like the bridesmaids who 
went to the wedding not fully prepared.  I was prepared with lesson plans, supplies, free time 
activities, but all that did the students, my co-teacher, nor me any good.  It seemed like a 
missed opportunity for all involved. 

Here I was with all kinds of burning coals of shame heaped upon my head; but God, being the 
optimal parent, operated His “all things work …” principle.*   I no doubt messed up, but He 
fixed it up.  He nudged me not to sit and sulk, but to use the freed time (Youth Sunday School 
happens during Sunday Service.) to go to church.  Her sermon beautifully synchronized with my 
planned lesson, giving me so many ideas to enrich it.  When the service ended, I was excited 
reenergized, and you might even say on fire!  I now have plans that will be a unit of activities 
taking us through the remainder of the summer and into early fall.  Oh, and don’t be surprised 
if our activities include not just the children from ages 5-11.  The core of our lesson is love, 
and I am sure you agree learning about love is ageless! 

Romans 8:28 KJV 

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.”  

Submitted by Pat Townsel 
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Will You Be A Helper? 
 Helpers are always needed! Helpers are always wanted! Helpers are always special and 

greatly appreciated! Will you please be a helper? 

 

Ready to serve? 

Volunteers are needed on: 

Audio Visual Team 

Interpretation & Stewardship 

(Finance) 

Usher Board 

Contact: Church Office, Pastor Worthen, 

Sister Carole Estelle. 

Calling All Youth!!! 

Come one, come all.  Bring your time and  tal-

ents to be a worship leader, praise dancer, flag-

ger, sing in youth choir, spoken word, artist, dea-

con, usher, or other ministries. 

Contact the Church Office, Brother Marcus 

Johnson or Pastor Worthen 

The above three articles are from the NewsletterNewsletter publication. 

When Ears Won’t Hear 

I went downtown shopping for designer sheets 
when someone whispered, “I have no bed.” 

I stood at an appliance store comparing prices 
of microwave ovens when an Ethiopian woman 

wept, “I have no food.” 
I hired a decorator to remodel my kitchen and 
to add more cupboards when a Cambodian child 

sobbed, “I have no cup.” 
I dreamed of building a getaway place, a cabin 

in the woods, a country place. Across the water 
came the cry, “I have no country.” 

I bought a new widescreen TV for a loved one’s 
pleasure when a war orphan murmured, “I have 

no loved ones.” 
May God forgive us when our ears won’t hear 

and our eyes won’t see the sounds and sights of 
suffering around us.  

Amen. 

Wealth is Worthless 

It is said that for money you can have        

everything, but you cannot. You can buy 

food, but not appetite; medicine, but not 

health; knowledge but not wisdom; glitter,  

but not beauty; fun, but not joy;                                                   

acquaintances, but not friends; servants, but 

not faithfulness; leisure, but not peace. You 

can have the husk of everything for money, 

but not the kernel. 

The Right Thing 

Potter Stewart, the former Supreme 
Court justice, defined ethics as “knowing 
the difference between what you have a 
right to do and what is the right thing    

to do 
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Gem City Market 
 

 

 

 
Have you shopped at the new Gem City Market on Salem Avenue at Superior Ave.?  We have 
been going there about once a week.  The produce section is excellent with some fresh     
produce from farms in the area. 

If you like to buy healthy, ready-made food for lunch or dinner, there is a good selection of 
roasted vegetables, chicken-fried and roasted, meat loaf, rice, potatoes, salads, desserts, 
etc.   It is good and reasonably priced.   

We have worked years for this to open. West Dayton is a food desert, due in part to the 
closing of the Gettysburg Kroger, Cub Foods and the Aldi's on Third St, a part of a pattern 
of corporate disinvestment, with larger markets opening in more affluent distant and often 
inaccessible suburbs. This leaves many people dependent of dollar stores and gas stations, 
where food is relatively expensive and unhealthy. Lack of healthy food is a social              
determinant of poor health. 

As a result, local activists founded the Market as a cooperative, owned by its customers and 
employees, and were able to raise the funds to open. They also hope to spread the            
cooperative model for other markets and businesses in the  community. 

Yes, some items are a little higher but that is to be expected for a small market.  They don’t 
have the ability to buy in huge quantities like the other big stores in the area. 

But, we need to support this market.  They are open to feedback from you as they work out 
how best to serve the community. They want your business, as well as your membership. But 
you don’t need to be a member to shop there. 

So, let’s support them and make them OUR grocery store!!! 

Paula Ewers and Stan Hirtle 
Social Justice and Peacemaking 

     
OUR COMMUNITY ROOTED GROCERY WHERE 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO SHOP 

Presbytery of the Miami Valley September 2021 Prayer List 

5 Sept. First Presbyterian Church, located at 202 North Miami Avenue, Sidney, Moderator John Mauntler 

and Christian Education Coordinator Dawn Davis.  

12 Sept. Springboro Covenant Presbyterian Church, located at 415 North Main Street, Springboro, Pastor 

Sarah Sparks-Franklin. 

19 Sept. Springfield Covenant Presbyterian Church, located at 201 North Limestone Street, Springfield, 

Pastor Darcy Metcalfe and Christian Educator Tyra Jackson. 

26 Sept. Springfield Northminster Presbyterian Church, located at 400 Villa Road, Springfield, Pastor 

Dwight McCormick. 

  3 Oct. Troy First Presbyterian Church, located at 20 South Walnut Avenue, Troy, Pastor Frank Rupnik.  

Each week we ask you to pray for a congregation in our presbytery. In addition, the Presbytery committee 

or group we ask you to pray for during the September is the Representation and Diversity Committee.  

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers.”    Romans 12:12 
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REMINDER 

Thanks to all who helped donate one gallon pop 
tabs to Ronald McDonald's house to help out of 

town families with children hospitalized.  
Still collecting used eyeglasses, cell phones, 

stamp.   Darlene Brookshire   
 

 

SAVE YOUR STAMPS  

Please save your stamps 

from letters received.  The 

stamps should be cut 1/4” 

on each side.  Stamps may 

be given to Gladys Turner Finney who 

will forward them to the Sisters of the 

Holy Cross to benefit their ministry with 

the Poor Fund 

There are several new an ongoing   
Community Resources available this 

Summer including: 

-Summer Crisis Program 
- Home Relief Grants 
- Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB) 
 program  
- Lifeline Program 
 
Please contact the office for  more 
information. 

BROWNS VS BENGALS GAME TICKETS 

Group tickets for the Browns vs Bengals game 
on Jan. 9, 2022 are available now. Group of at 

least 20 people! Please contact the office of       
Kameren at: 

 

kturner@clevelandbrowns.com 

Do you know someone looking for a very 
flexible part time position of 16 hours per 

week?  

Presbytery hiring for an Office Manager. This 
would be ideal for someone with school aged 
children, caring for a family member, or with 
other responsibilities for which 16 hours a 
week would be ideal. The office manager will 
oversee general administrative and financial 
responsibilities. The office manager will work 
with staff, presbytery committees, and     
presbytery members.  

The position description can be found here   
Microsoft Word - Office Manager 
(miamipresbytery.org)   

Clergy Community Coalition contact info: 

Bishop Richard Cox- 937-287-9353 

Nancy Keihl 937-422-4391 

Or contact church office! 

JOIN PASTOR WORTHEN FOR BIBLE 

STUDY EVERY THURSDAY AT 6 PM  

ON ZOOM                                                                   

Meeting ID: 848 8361 9102                                       

Pass Code: 334762  

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PEACEMAKING 
 

You are invited to join in the Social Justice and 
Peacemaking Meeting every month on the  

Second Tue, until Dec 14, 2021. 

        Sep 14, 2021 07:00 PM 

        Oct 12,  2021 07:00 PM 

        Nov 9,   2021 07:00 PM 

           Dec 14, 2021 07:00 PM  

Join Zoom Meeting ID: 838 3655 9076 

mailto:kturner@clevelandbrowns.com
http://miamipresbytery.org/pdf/clerk/2021/Office-Manager-position-descript-05-04-21.pdf
http://miamipresbytery.org/pdf/clerk/2021/Office-Manager-position-descript-05-04-21.pdf
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 Hello, from your newly commissioned Deacon Board.  While we have been actively assisting 

the Pastor in serving our shepherding lists since June, we are now “official” and ready to shine for the 

Lord. 

 Our veteran deacons are:  Ruth Bragg, Paula Drake, Larry Jenkins and Jacqueline McKenzie.   

Our returning deacons are:  Kathy Lakes, and MackArthur Lakes 

Our newly commissioned deacons are:  Jan Brecht and Melanie Monzon 

 We wish to THANK Deacon Nelson Stone for his faithful service as a deacon and we will keep 

him in prayer as he continues his journey.   

 Since June you may have received phone call contact from your deacon, and if you’ve had a 

birthday you know the Deacon Board is once again sending group birthday cards.  If you have not 

seen your name on the newsletter birthday list or have not received a birthday card from your 

Deacons, we need your birthdate!!  Please call the church office at 937-278-4203 and tell the       

secretary your information or share it directly with your deacon. 

 Still want to know the name of your Deacon?  Please call the church office and Sister 

Dominique will be able to tell you. 

 We ask you to keep your CH Deacon Board in prayer as we continue to determine how we 

may best serve our congregation during this pandemic.  “So then, as we have opportunity, let us 

do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”                     

Galatians 6:10 

Peace and Love, Kathy Lakes, Deacon Moderator and the 2021 Deacon Board 
 

MESSAGE FROM DEACONS 

Greetings College Hill family and friends, 

My appointment as commissioner for the Ohio Civil Rights Commission 

has come to an end. 

Serving the state of Ohio in my community through the Ohio Civil 

Rights Commission was an  honor and pleasure which I am truly     

grateful to have been appointed by Governor John Kasich.     

As a woman, and an African-American woman, who happens to be 

blind, it is important that women seek parity in all parts of  government, 

I have had the opportunity to participate.    

With the support of my family, my church family and friends, I thank 

you so very much, for your love and support and encouragement 

throughout these few years. My hope is that I serve not only my state 

but my community well, as well as the disability community.  

My appointment ended July 28, 2021 and my last day will be September 10, 2021. Thank you so 

very much, cheerfully, Carolyn Peters 
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PATRIOT’S DAY (REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11, 2001) 

 September 11, 2021 is the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on America.  My mother had 

plans to fly to California to visit her brother that day.  I took off work to drive her to the airport in Columbus.  

 I turned on the television a few minutes before 9 AM and learned that a commercial plane had 

flown into one of the World Trade Center Towers.   I wondered why a plane was flying so low in NYC and 

thought it probably had engine trouble.  As I stood there, ironing mom’s clothes, I saw another plane fly into 

the other tower and I knew it couldn't be an accident.  I continued to watch the news as a plane crashed  

into the Pentagon and then another into a field in Pennsylvania. I was relieved my mother hadn’t taken a 

morning flight and in the air when this occurred. I felt a fear I had not felt since I was a pre-teen during the 

Cuban missile crisis.  I remember bomb drills at school and I was afraid the United States would be attacked.  

It made me realize citizens in war torn countries must have that fear everyday - sometimes for years. There 

are no winners in war just as there were no winners on September 11, 2001.    

 That event is almost to painful to remember - all of the lives lost that day and days, months and 

years after as a result.  I think of the children who never had the opportunity to meet a father or were too 

young to remember their father or mother.  I think of all the families - mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 

grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles who lost a loved one.  I think of all the people who lost close 

friends that day.  I think of every American who was affected by the events.   

  I ask you to pray for all the victims, their families and friends, that they feel God’s loving arms 

wrapped around them on each anniversary and every day..  I ask you to pray for an end of war and of gun 

violence in the United States. Too many children are killed by playmates finding a gun that accidenetly goes 

off, even though most parents say they keep their guns secure in the house.  Too many teens and adults are 

killed by getting into an argument with someone, not be able to control their emotions, and because they 

have a gun in their pocket, pull it out and shoots the other person. Since God is our father, everyone in this 

world is our brother or sister.  I love the candlelight services on Christmas Eve.  The Sanctuary starts out 

dark.  Each person lights the candle next to them until the entire Sanctuary is lit up.  One of my favorite 

songs is “Pass it On” by Kurt Kaiser.   

    “It only takes a spark to get a fire going,    

      And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing;  

    That's how it is with God's Love,     

    Once you've experienced it,     

    Your spread the love to everyone     
    You want to pass it on.” 

 Imagine what would happen if each of us would pass God’s love to one other person, and that per-

son would pass it on until everyone received it. I know we can’t change the world, but maybe if we reach 

out to those around us, we can get the “spark” going.   

 I think we have a tendency to block bad events from our minds. I know when mom died last year, it 

was too painful for me to think how afraid she must have been being in her room without me visiting      

everyday for 5 months.  When I would start to think about it and tear up, I immediately put it out of my 

mind and thought about something else.  However, putting bad things out of your mind doesn’t mean they 

didn’t happen. I don’t advocate dwelling on all the bad things that have occurred in your life, but to accept 

the things you cannot change, change the things you can, and have the wisdom to know the difference.   

September 11, 2021 affected all of our lives.  I ask that you take time to remember the victims (both dead 

and living) on that fateful day.  Recognize they existed.  Pray for all.  Be grateful for the many blessings in 

your life and pray that a tragedy like that never occurs again—not only in the United States but around the 

world. 

Submitted by Jan Brecht 



 

13 

PRAYER WARRIORS 

The members, friends, and visitors of our church share several rich opportunities to be blessed through    

community prayer.  We have the regular and special prayers in Sunday service as well as our 

email prayer chain, prayers in all meetings, and our monthly newsletter prayer list.  While the 

magnificent God we serve has no problem with hearing and lovingly responding to the         con-

tinuous, countless prayers lifted up,’ sometimes we humans need a system or  organization to 

help us manage. To that end, Pastor Worthen has formed a small committee consisting of her-

self, our church secretary, Sister Dominique Worthen, the Deacon Moderator Kathy Lakes, and the church 

newsletter co-editors, Sister Jan Brecht and Pat Townsel.  Not all the details are complete and the major 

changes are ones that concern communications between the parties receiving and distributing prayer request 

information.   

The biggest change for those requesting prayers is that most of the names will stay on the published 

formats for one month unless specifically requested to remain, or the person has a chronic need or 

condition.  Look and listen for more details in the coming weeks.  Please be assured this change in 

no way diminishes your need or our joy in responding to your prayer  requests.  Your names on a list 

or lists is important, but more importantly, your name, needs, and desires are written in God’s heart 

and ours as well.  Please feel free to contact any of the prayer committee members listed above if you 

have comments or suggestions to our proposed plans. 

Session news today by ruling elders: reverend Dr. Carolyn Peters and clerk of session Marva Gray 
 

Greetings College Hill family and friends!  Summer will soon come to an end on September 22, 2021. 
We hope that you have enjoyed your summer thus far, and are staying healthy and wise. 
 We will continue to have outdoor worship services through October 17, 2021.  Please come join us 
every Sunday outdoors for worship as the weather begins to cool, or support us on Facebook and share 
with your family and friends. 
 To enhance communication, Session liaisons have been assigned to each ministering unit of College 
Hill.  Ministering Unit Chairs, you will be hearing from your liaison soon if you have not already 
 There will also be a meeting coming soon with Pastor, Session Elders, and chairpersons of the minis-
tering units to ensure that we are communicating regularly and supporting each other during this pandem-
ic.  This is an opportunity for Pastor and Session Elders to hear from the different ministering units, and to 
communicate changes and updates. Meeting to be announced. 
 Although Session had approved resuming committee meetings inside the church for July; unfortunate-
ly, due to the rise in the Delta variant in Montgomery county, all face-to-face committee meetings sched-
uled to be in the church have been cancelled and can be now be held via Zoom, outside, or by confer-
ence call.  If you need a Zoom meeting scheduled, please contact the church office via email or call dur-
ing office hours.   
 We thank Sister Melanie Monzon and Brother Larry Hollar who have been instrumental in organizing 
and translating as needed meetings with our Hispanic Members and Pastor Worthen.  These meetings 
have allowed us to determine what is working and what is not with this important ministry.  Some new de-
velopments: 

 To accommodate members’ schedules, the Hispanic Bible Study previously offered on Mondays 
     have been moved to Sunday evenings at 7pm (see events calendar).   

 Also, from this sharing of ideas it was determined that the online Spanish translation of the ser 
     vice was not very successful.  Therefore, we are discontinuing the online Spanish ser 
     vice, and resuming translation via headsets during worship for those who need it.  We  
     thank Sister Melanie Monzon who has agreed to provide this translation in the   
     interim until more permanent arrangements can be made. 

 Vital statistics: Sister Sue Thompson passed August 27, 2021. The homegoing service was held Sat-
urday, September 4, 2021, at College Hill.  We thank everyone who came out to serve and make this pos-
sible to bless the family and honor the life of Sue Thompson.  Cards may be sent to Brother Jimmy 
Thompson at Maria Joseph nursing home.   
 Ruling Elder, Albert Watson and Carolyn Purse were married on August 28, 2021 in a beautiful 
service at Summit Christian Church. Please congratulate the newlyweds when you see them! 
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UPDATE FROM JOSE JONES 

Dear friends,  Peace and Grace to you!  

 I pray this update finds you well and in good spirits. It is that time of the year again when we prepare 

for the Annual Congo Mission Network Conference and interpret our partners’ and our ministries in the      

Democratic Republic of Congo. This year’s conference will again be virtual as we are in the waning 

(hopefully) days of the Coronavirus pandemic. Lord willing, we look forward to a more traditional, in-person 

meeting in October of 2022. The topics include Christian Literature, specifically the Tshiluba Bible translation 

project, COVID vaccinations with vulnerable children, environmental discipleship, and climate change. Keep 

watch for these meetings, currently planned for Sept. 11, Oct. 16, Nov.13, and Dec.11, 2021.   

 I have been working with Rev. Mudekereza Nsibula of the Presbyterian Community of Kinshasa 

(CPK), who is leading the Environmental Discipleship ministry. The work is based on the understanding that 

humankind has been assigned to be stewards of God’s creation. Our stewardship has implications for justice 

of all peoples and the inter-connected nature of all living and non-living things. Rev. Nsibula is designing and 

implementing a program that addresses food, electrical energy, peace, and stability issues as participants are 

led to see our biblical calling to participate in God’s creation through the care of our world and each other.   

 One of the projects he has implemented is vertical gardens. Vertical gardens are less                     

resourcedependent (land, water, and labor) and can grow food in heavily populated and rural areas. Growing 

one’s own food becomes an essential survival skill for citizens who live on less than two dollars a day. I have 

done container and small gardening for years and look forward to participating in this very needed ministry.   

  Another concept important to doing no harm to the environment is the concept of circular economies. 

These economies stand in opposition to the extractive ways of obtaining resources. In circular economies,   

by-products and waste from one process are consumed by other processes to ensure maximum use of       

resource material. For example, the DRC produces roughly 360 million metric tons of banana and about twice 

as much waste (foliage and non-productive plants). This waste has historically been burned, causing damage 

to air quality and generating global-warming CO2 gas! Yet, banana plants contain linear fibers that can be 

spun into yarn and made into fabric. These fibers can be used for crafts, paper production, furniture, and final-

ly as fertilizer for planting. The DRC also has three native varieties of bamboo, which can be used for           

furniture, and baskets. The list goes on. I have been looking into the use of banana plants and the reuse of 

waste newspaper to gather the skills to eventually be able to, construct stools and desks for the Presbyterian 

Community of Kinshasa (CPK) schools. Not only will we be able to construct needed furniture for classrooms, 

but we will be helping the environment by gathering misplaced resources and developing a more circular 

economy at the same time as we introduce skill sets that can generate income. Paper and leaf are basically 

cellulose. Baskets and other useful objects can be made from dried grasses, banana leaves, stems, coconut 

husk, bamboo, and corn.  

 The process of making banana twine:  The best part is that they are all bio-degradable and will break 

down after their useful life, lowering pollution, and the carbon footprint. Here are a few of the simple baskets 

I’ve made as I hone my skills;  I’ve gathered banana leaves here in Santo Domingo to make a large braid of 

banana twine. My goal is to design a stool that can model what could be fabricated for schools. Eventually, I’ll 

need more fibers. I have gathered some shoots of the pseudostem of a tree, and they appear to be growing 

well. The jury is out on my propagation work. Wish me luck! Meanwhile, I have my leaves, my twine, and 

some wood pieces to work the frame of my stool.   

 Another theme of the environmental discipleship curriculum is energy, specifically electrical energy. 

On the first day of the biblical narration of creation, God says, “Let there be light.” From the light comes      

vision, energy for all of life. Freely given by God to creation, light, and energy are important. factors in the 

development of humankind and societies. Access to energy becomes a justice issue since some individuals 

and communities do not have access to energy. Worse yet, extraction of the resources for energy production 

comes from areas of the world that themselves do not have reliable energy infrastructures as those             

resources are extracted for the use of a privileged few.  

(continued on page 15) 
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Sister Quanteria Dargan 
flagging to                                          

“Better is One Day”. 

Inaugural International Day for People of African Descent 

The United States joins others around the world in commemorating the first International Day for 

People of African Descent.  This day was created to promote the extraordinary contributions of 

Africans and members of the African diaspora around the world and is an opportunity to focus on 

eliminating all forms of discrimination against people of African descent.  The United States     

continues to support the International Decade for People of African Descent through shared goals 

of recognition, justice, and development. 

This Administration has elevated racial justice and equity as an immediate priority, promoting it 

across federal government agencies, policies, and programs, including our engagement at the 

United Nations.  The United States strongly supports the creation of the UN Permanent Forum for 

People of African Descent.  We must get at the root of the challenges and address structural    

racism while acknowledging the intersections of gender, gender identity, sexual orientation,      

disability, ethnicity, religion, and national origin. 

As we celebrate the contributions of people of African descent across the world and in the United 

States, we also take solemn note of the International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave 

Trade and its Abolition on August 23.  It is only by facing the painful truth of our past, and not 

shrinking from our current responsibilities to address systemic racism, that we will forge a better 

future.  Today, the Department of State honors the dignity, equality, and contributions of all     

people of African descent in the United States and in communities around the world. 

Antony J. Blinken, Secretary of State  

Submitted by Jose Jones 

 

UPDATE FROM JOSE (cont.page 14) 

 My French lessons, given by my tutor located in the DRC, 

were interrupted several times due to several power outages. This  

often occurs here in the Dominican Republic, and many people use 

power inverters to compensate. I signed up for a course in the         

construction and repair of Inverters at a very reputable technology 

school in Santo Domingo. The class has been very informative and 

has given me a positive example of technical education, which will 

come in handy in Congo. I recently finished my first inverter             

construction, and everything checked out well! 

  These months during the pandemic have been very            

educational. We have learned lessons about technology that have 

brought us closer to our Congolese brothers and sisters and have    

facilitated communication and shared decision-making. We have been 

able to collaborate virtually, and ministries continue, but there is no 

substitute for building relationships and doing ministry in person.  

I feel better equipped for my ministry in Congo and look forward to being able to travel soon. The way 

things have developed, my ministry is in line with how God has designed me for such a time as this. Isn’t 

God great! We are ready to go, roll up our sleeves, and collaborate in the important ministries that CPK 

has implemented to develop disciples who care for our world and each other and to be good stewards 

living according to good Christian values!  

 Jose Jones 
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Love in September 2021 
By Pat Townsel 

Looking for love in September seems like a strange topic for a church newsletter.  But it really isn’t.  

The children in the junior Sunday School class are looking to see what love looks like to God to 

themselves and to others.  Being so young, they haven’t  given it much thought so far.  Our first 

lesson was a review on the Fruit of the Spirit and the second was based on 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7.  

We read the scriptures and looked at  some newspapers and some written short descriptions of 

love in action.  Some based on true incidents involving members of our church As a follow-up, the 

children have blank September calendars on which to note each day they see, hear, or do an act 

of love.  Believe-it-or-not, loving acts can be all around us, and yet we can fail to see them.  An        

example of that happened right in our class. 

I had brought various books, newspaper, pictures, etc. for the students to examine for things that 

showed love.  One of them was the large print edition of the March-April 2021 “Upper Room.”  I 

had looked at the cover numerous times, and not fully comprehended it.  I gave it to Debra Byrd, 

my   co-teacher, to participate in our look for signs of love.  When she did her explanation, her first 

words mentioned seeing Jesus.  I was very startled because I had looked at that cover numerous 

times specifically looking for Jesus.  Even though I knew he was supposed to be in the picture, I 

had not been able to find him!  Deborah showed me why, but she also demonstrated a greater    

example of my relationship with God.  God is love and His love is always with us!  How many 

other times have I missed seeing Him all around me?  Could that be true of any, or all, of you 

as well?  That question brings me back to our “Junior Children’s September Looking for Love”     

exercise.  If any of you would care to join, welcome to the search.  May you be so enriched by       

KL K Lfocusing on new ways of seeing God’s love, that there will not be enough calendar days to 

record them. Our class will love receiving notes from you.   You may send some of them to me at 

my email address pltowns.com. 

Connect with others from around the Presbytery of the Miami Valley for a time of prayer. On 
the first Wednesday of the month at noon we will gather, via Zoom, for a time of prayer. This 
guided time of prayer will allow us to pray for one another, our neighbors, and our world. 
Those participating will have a chance to share their particular joys and concerns,               
celebrations, and challenges. 

Join via  Zoom:                                                                                                                                                     
Meeting ID: 813 8149 4899                                                                                                                                                         
Passcode: 984343 

 One tap mobile or dial by your location                                                                                                                       
+19292056099,,81381494899#,,,,*984343# US (New York)                                       
+13017158592,,81381494899#,,,,*984343# US (Washington DC) 

 Questions?  Contact Executive Presbyter Terry Kukuk at ep@miamipresbytery.org 

Join with others in Presbytery of the  
Miami Valley for a Time of Prayer 
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REGULAR MEETINGS SEPTEMBER 2021 

Outside Worship Services - every Sunday at 10:30 AM in College Hill Community Church parking 

lot and on the lawn. Also live streamed via Face book on collegehillcommunitychurch FB page.  Pre-

vious recordings of services available on our FB page and Youtube.   

Adult Sunday School - every Sunday at 9:15 AM on Zoom.   Meeting ID: 812 9453 9963 Passcode: 

759784   

Bible Study – Moved to every Thursday 6:00 PM on Zoom with Pastor Worthen (Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23)         

Meeting ID: 848 8361 9102 Pass, code: 334762 

Christian Education – Sunday Sept. 19 following the worship service.   

Personnel – Thursday, Sept. 9 at 7pm via zoom  

Spanish Language Bible Study -  Every Sunday at 7:00 PM (Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26) via Zoom.        

Connect via internet: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89568392922.  Dial-in by phone:  (301) 715-8592   

Meeting number: 89568392922 (then press # at the prompts, no password required) 

Worship & Music – 2nd Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 5:00 PM on Zoom   

Social Justice and Peacemaking – 2nd Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 7:00 PM on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 838 3655 9076   Passcode: 170476   

Session – fourth Monday of every month at 6:00 PM, (Sept. 27) on Zoom 

Deacons – third Monday of every month at 6:00 PM, (Sept. 20) on Zoom 

Indoor/Outdoor Worship Committee – Meetings now held only as needed.  

I&S Meeting - 2nd Monday, (Sept. 13) at 3 PM  

  

SPECIAL DAYS/EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2021 

Labor Day – Monday, September 6 

Patriot Day – Saturday, September 11 (day of remembrance of terrorist attack on United States) 

Grandparents Day – Sunday, September 12 

Disability Awareness – Sunday, September 12  

Elam’s Public Relations Ministry Meeting – Wednesday September 15 at 10 AM 

Hispanic Heritage Month – Wednesday, September 15 – Friday, October 15 

Gathering of Presbyterian Women (on Zoom) – Saturday Sept. 18 – 9:30AM–11:30AM  (See page 6) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89568392922
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PHONE 937-278-4203  ●  FAX 937-278-2606 

EMAIL:  collegehillcommunitychurch@gmail.com 

WEB SITE:   www.collegehillcommunitychurch.org/ 

Rev. Dr. M. Merritt Worthen - Pastor                                                                

Marva Gray - Clerk of Session 

Jan Brecht -  Newsletter Co-Editor 

Pat Townsel - Newsletter Co-Editor 

Kathy Lakes - Deacon Moderator 

Co l le ge  H i l l  Com mun i t y  Chu rch   

1547  PHILADELPHIA  DRIVE  

DAYTON,  OHIO  45406  

THE MISSION STATEMENT FOR COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY CHURCH 

We are a family of Christians who intentionally include all God’s children  as we live in faithful 

obedience to God’s command to love one another and seek justice, using Jesus as our          

example. We strive to serve God’s people and connect to each  other personally, spiritually and 

socially. 

DEACONS 

RUTH BRAGG 937-715-2194 braggruth6@gmail.com 

JAN BRECHT 937-572-3706 jsbpups@aol.com 

PAULA DRAKE 937-856-5681 pdrake7952@gmail.com 

KATHY LAKES (MODERATOR) 937-212-5776 lakeskathy@gmail.com 

MACKARTHOR LAKES 937-397-5197 mack.lakes1956@gmail.com 

LARRY JENKINS 937-231-3508 Niallc3@gmail.com 

JACQUELINE MCKENZIE 937-802-5762 jacqueline_mckenzie@frontier.com  

MELANIE MONZON 937-510-8978 melanie.anywhere@gmail.com 

New Changes for Office Hours During 

the Week!                         

M-W-F 9am-2:30pm                        

T-TH 9am-2pm  

We are trying to create and continue keeping 

a safe environment for those working in the 

church. New Procedures are being put in 

place for entering the church during the week. 

When possible please call ahead. Please    

remember to ring doorbell, and once            

addressed, state your name clearly.  

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

pastor@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

(Pastor Worthen) 

secretary@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

(Dominique Worthen, church secretary) 

treasurer@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

(Ivy Young, treasurer) 

mailto:jacqueline_mckenzie@frontier.com

