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COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN USA 

JOIN US EACH SUNDAY  

WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:30 AM (Bilingual Worship) inside the church and on 

College Hill Community Church’s Facebook Page                                                                                                              

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  9:15 AM ON ZOOM 

Christmas in Our Hearts… 

 Advent has begun, and Christmas is one its way!  In many ways it makes me nostalgic.  
When I was a child, one of my favorite things to do was get up early, rush downstairs, and rip 
open gifts just l like most children do.  However, what I enjoyed just as much, was the lead  
into Christmas:  looking at Christmas lights on the houses, decorating the tree and the house, 
smelling all of the different and wonderful smells coming from the kitchen, and watching all of 
the Christmas cartoons that led up to that big day.  All of those things made Christmastime 
the most joyful and exciting season of the year! 
 As I have gotten older, Christmas time still remains my favorite season.  However, as I 
grew in Christ I began to realize that Christmas was meant to be more about celebrating the 
gift of our savior to the world, than chasing and stressing about the material things the stores 
and society often made it out to be.  So, as I begin to think of Jesus as the true “reason for 
the season”, that made Christmas even more special!   
 Yet, as an adult, I often found many of the practices and expectations surrounding 
Christmas could sometimes steal the joy from the season. Sometimes I would get              
overwhelmed by the deadlines of making sure everything is done on time: decorations are up 
reasonably soon, Christmas cards are out on time, cleaning the house from top to bottom to  
impress all of the guests, making sure all of the grocery shopping is done and everything is 
cooked on time for that big day.  And it can get especially stressful thinking about buying gifts 
for everyone, especially when money is really tight.   

 As a result, the adult experience of Christmas can lack the joy, hope, peace and love 
that the season was originally meant to usher in.  And now, celebrating Advent and looking   
forward to Christmas during a pandemic can be even more sobering.  It caused me to wonder: 
how do we remain joyful and thankful in the midst of all of the other reasons many of us have 
to be: sad, depressed, stressed-out, lonely, and grief-stricken?  It made me understand how 
the Grinch, became the Grinch Who Stole Christmas.  When I was young, I wondered what 
made him so unpleasant, and how anyone could hate Christmas so much that they would steal all 
of the toys and food from others just to ruin their Christmas.  But later I realized that the 
Grinch represents that part of all of us that can become cynical and resentful about a season 
which often revolves around having everything you need and more in order to be happy.  This 
implies that Christmas is not for everyone, but just for those who have it all. 

Continued on page 2 
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Christmas in Our Hearts…                                                                        
(continued from page 1) 

 However, it is at this point that I remember why I loved those Christmas cartoons 
from my childhood so much, and still do.  Because somewhere in those cartoons was often a 
subtle lesson and a reminder that Christmas was so much more than what we have.  Because 
Christmas is not a holiday, or a season, or about accumulating a bunch of stuff, but Christmas 
is in the heart.  And even when things turn out differently than we would like, or if we don’t 
get everything we hoped for, and maybe not even see loved ones as much as we used to; 
Christmas can still be joyous and full of hope and gratitude.  And that realization chases away 
the Grinch in me.  I still watch that cartoon every year, and I laugh about how angry, and      
resentful, and funny the Grinch was.  It exemplifies how easily we can get caught up in the 
wrong things, and how our joy can be lost among all of the responsibilities and expectations we 
have allowed to creep in.         
 And then I remember most how the Grinch rides away with all of the presents and 
food that he stole from the Whos down in Whoville, and he imagines how sad they’re going to 
be when they wake up and find nothing, only to realize that Christmas is not coming.  Yet, as 
he paused to hear crying and sadness, he didn’t hear what he expected.  The story goes on to 
say: 

And he did hear a sound rising over the snow. 
It started in low, then it started to grow. 

But this sound wasn’t sad! 
Why this sound sounded glad! 

Every Who down in Whoville, the tall and the small, 
Was singing without any presents at all! 

He hadn’t stopped Christmas from coming!  It came! 
Somehow or other, it came just the same! 

And the Grinch, with his grinch feet ice-cold in the snow,  
Stood puzzling and puzzling, How could it be so? 
It came without ribbons!  It came without tags! 

It came without packages, boxes or bags! 
He puzzled and puzzled till his puzzler was sore. 

Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before. 
Maybe Christmas, he thought, doesn’t come from a store. 

Maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more! 
And what happened then?  Well, in Whoville they say 

That the Grinch’s small heart grew three sizes that day! 
And the true meaning of Christmas came through, 

And the Grinch found the strength of ten Grinches, plus two! 

 The story doesn’t say it outright, but for those who know what Christmas really means, 
it is a reminder that nothing can take it away.  The existence of negative and sad feelings or 
circumstances are real, but can be chased away or lessened by reminding ourselves of         
everything and everyone we still have to experience and celebrate.  In that way, light has a 
way of chasing away darkness; and Jesus remains the eternal light of the world.  And maybe, 
just maybe, if we are more like the Whos in Whoville, maybe we can touch the hearts and the 
lives of those who need to know that Christmas belongs to us all.   

Blessings, Pastor 
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Prayers for Comfort, Love & Peace for those 
Grieving 

  

• Linda Jones and her sister Sandra March 
over the unexpected loss of their nephew 
11/11 

• The family, friends, and community of the 
nine lives that were lost in the tragedy at the 
Astroworld Concert 11/10 

• Brenda Brown and family over the loss of her 
brother, John Thomas Cade 11/11 

• Our family and friends over the loss of Jane 
Beal 

Prayers of Healing, Recovery & Comfort                                                                                                                          

over Illness, Health Tests and Treatments 

• Pam Byrd for healing and restoration 11/17 

• Donna and her husband, L. Grace for healing and 

recovery 11/11 

• Nelson Stone Sr. for recovery and comfort 11/11 

• Vicki Eason for surgery and healing 11/2 

• Branford Brown, for healing and recovery. He     

injured his leg and had part of it amputated. 10/28 

• Prayers for the health and well-being of Olivia, 

Misael and the whole Zagal family 

PRAYER LISTS 

Chante Johnson                   1-Dec  Helen Wakefield 19-Dec 

Jennifer Smith 3-Dec  Charles Howard 20-Dec 

Harriet Merritt 3-Dec  Jim Stahler 20-Dec 

Astin Laury 4-Dec  Earl Thompson 23-Dec 

Delfina Campuzano 4-Dec  Shirley Dixon 23-Dec 

Lamont Robinson 6-Dec  Alexis  Lambright 25-Dec 

Kimora Peters   11-Dec  Nicholas Coleman 26-Dec 

Richard Martinez 16-Dec  Angela Comacho 28-Dec 

MackArthur Lakes, Sr. 16-Dec  Michael Love   28-Dec 

Melanie Monzon 16-Dec  Sheila Richardson 29-Dec 

BIRTHDAYS - MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Prayers for Safe Traveling Mercies, Jobs, Life Situations 

• Karen Jones 11/11 

• Grandson Ronald 10/15 

• Bobby Taylor 10/15 

• Prayers for those who refuse to be vaccinated and are at 

risk, and prayers for all those receiving the booster shots  

Prayers of Comfort, Healing & Peace 

for those with Chronic Illness 

Brenda Brown 

Ruth Bragg and Family 

Vicki Eason 

Bruce Johnson 

Michael Love 

Bob Moore 

Nelson Stone Sr. 

Dorris Thompson 

Gerry Thompson 

Pastor Darryll & Rev. Karen Young 

Michael and Gloria Gates 

The Stevens Family 

Prayers over Our Community,                                 

and the World 

• Prayers for the families of several        

tragedies that   have occurred in the past 

few weeks.  

• Prayers for the new elected in offices 

throughout the nation  

• Prayers for those dealing with mental 

health  

• Prayers for President Biden 

• Prayers for everyone to spread love, and 

maintain an open heart to love in God’s 

PRAISE REPORTS 

• We had a wonderful time in worship and fel-

lowship with St. Paul A.M.E Zion on their 

Revival Nights! 

• The combined service with our sister church 

in Cartagena was awesome!! 
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The Presbyterian Church USA has Mission Co-workers serving in 

eighty countries around the globe. 

College Hill Community Church has been blessed to have Elders 

John and Paula Ewers to hear the call and commissioned to serve in Columbia (2006-2008), and now  

Jose’ Jones commissioned to serve in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Remembering Jesus commissioning of the disciples to go into all the world, the church stands in solidar-

ity with our Mission Co-workers. 

For as in one body, we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, 

who are many, are in one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  We have 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophesy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in minister-

ing; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in dili-

gence; the  compassionate, in cheerfulness. Romans 12:4-8 (New Revised Standard Version)  

What can College Hill Church do?  In Jose’ own words (below) is how we, the members and friends, 

of College Hill Church can support his ministry.    

“First and foremost, you can pray for Evelin and I, our ministry with the people of Kinshasa and our        

partners in the Presbyterian Community of Kinshasa (CPK). There is much need in the schools and in 

the country, yet I am impressed by the resiliency and creativity to do MANY things with LITTLE. If you 

can find it in your heart to help financially, any amount will be greatly appreciated and well used. Alt-

hough I try to send updates that I ask be included in the church newsletter, you can subscribe to my 

quarterly mission co-worker letters and hopefully see an article or two in the Mission Crossroads Maga-

zine. My page on the Presbyterian Mission Agency site, for gifts or to subscribe to my newsletters, 

is: Jose LaMont Jones | Co-Workers | Presbyterian Mission Agency.” 

Mission Co-Worker Jose’ LaMont Jones                                                         
By Elder Gladys Turner Finney and Elder Brenda Peters                                      

Peace and Social Justice Ministry 

Parents, caretakers, teachers, and mentors 18+ years of age and 

older: Do you know a kid in 4th – 6th grade who has the power to 

come up with an amazing idea that could create change in their 

neighborhood, school, or even the country and the world?       

Hillshire Farm SNACKED!, a new versatile snack pack made with 

meats, cheese, and a treat, believes that with the right fuel, kids 

have unlimited potential to accomplish greatness.  

To help ignite and bring kids’ awesome ideas to life, Hillshire Farm SNACKED! brand is introducing 

the Allowance Grants. Nominate a kid and work with them to fill out an application for an Allow-

ance Grant. Thirty-eight (38) $500 grants and three (3) $2,000 grants will be awarded to 4th – 6th 

graders across the United States with the best ideas to create the change they want to see. In addi-

tion, parents and caregivers of the selected grant recipients will receive Hillshire Farm SNACKED! 

products for a year (estimated value $156) to share with their family and friends to help fuel their 

journeys.  

Early Application Deadline: December 1, 2021 

Final Application Deadline: January 2, 2022 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/jose-lamont-jones/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DP1YCz376oIwAOXY1hVJaIbmAoU88RmoWBCX3_1R8etAmj8QrST-K5Voucr5QU2_XpOi-UN3Orf8Gl6v5cdbD28IBldL3LMkRVkGMlNoupuoXqrf4hmS22jQ3pGbZ3Ck59kouych_GtJXGv7KWGf8CfaZVItUTyk&c=nrp1DA-6kAwjI_R1uB5KgGlCkQa17iJOnRXphRnxnuvcvXlIeVhF9Q==&ch=cV88
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Choose this Day Whom You Will Serve:                                                           

Statement on the Kyle Rittenhouse Verdict 

(PRESBYTERIAN STATEMENT) 

 The nation is still aghast at the verdict from the decision of the jury in the trial of Kyle       

Rittenhouse. On Friday, a jury in Kenosha, Wisconsin acquitted Kyle Rittenhouse of all charges. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) expresses outrage by this verdict as it condones private citizens 

acting as vigilantes. Kyle Rittenhouse crossed state lines with a weapon under the guise of         

protecting property. He took the lives of two people, Joseph Rosenbaum and Anthony Huber, and 

wounded a third, Gaige Grosskreutz. This act of violence must be acknowledged as it affirms 

America’s obsession with guns and further polarizes the nation.  

  As tragic as the entire episode is, there are additional elements that compound the heart-

break. This verdict delays any movement the families might have towards healing. Their loved ones 

have been slain, and wounded, and cannot be made whole. In a statement, Huber’s family                         

responded that the verdict rendered them "heartbroken and angry. Today's verdict means there is 

no accountability for the person who murdered our son. It sends an unacceptable message that 

armed civilians can show up in any town, incite violence, and then use the danger they have       

created to justify shooting people in the street.” Judicial outcomes can grant a sense that we are a 

nation of laws and that those who murder face the consequences of their actions. A related tragic 

element is the fact that a 17-year-old has access to an automatic rifle and is applauded by adults 

when he uses it as a weapon of death. Race is also an element that is deeply intertwined in this 

case. If Kyle Rittenhouse were Black or Brown, would he have been acquitted?  

 This verdict is an indictment on the soul of the nation. Something is deeply wrong in     

America morally and spiritually. Our society uplifts the rights of the individual over those of the   

community, and we cry out that any societal limitations are infringements upon our rights and     

freedoms. Violence is a part of our DNA. We are so accustomed to it that it has infected every     

aspect of our living. Rather than having the right to “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of                      

Happiness;” Americans have the right to murder, mayhem, and the infliction of chaos. The right to 

own a gun outweighs the sanctity of human life despite the pain, suffering, and misery the         

abundance of weapons in this country is inflicting upon our children’s mental and physical health. 

Something is deeply wrong!  

 Our morals are deeply distorted when we assume that individuals have the authority to    

decide who gets to live based on their own sense of who is has worth and who does not. When we 

create “Stand-Your-Ground” laws, it results in a mentality that whomever is assumed to be a threat 

can be murdered without provocation or consequence. A prime example is the murder of Ahmaud 

Arbery, a Black man who was murdered for jogging down the street. When we place no limitations 

on the type of weapons that are sold on our streets and consider it a divine right to own an           

automatic weapon based on our interpretation of the constitution, our sense of morality has gone 

astray.   

 Have we crossed a line wherein our commitment to a just God is subservient to the other 
masters we serve? Do we have a greater allegiance to our politics than to our faith? Is the word of 
God as found in the Bible subject to the cultural norms we adhere to?  Do the teachings of Christ 
Jesus against violence hold any sway or are they are simply too inconvenient and unrealistic for 
modern living?   

(continued on page 7) 

https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/kyle-rittenhouse-verdict-acquitted-all-charges/
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/kyle-rittenhouse-verdict-acquitted-all-charges/
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/kyle-rittenhouse-verdict-acquitted-all-charges/
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.cnn.com/us/live-news/ahmaud-arbery-killing-trial-updates-11-23-21/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/us/live-news/ahmaud-arbery-killing-trial-updates-11-23-21/index.html
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 The soul of America is in need of healing and a reconnection with the spiritual foundation 

that connects us one to another, a belief in a God who created us to live as children of God, as    

sisters and brothers.   

 The book of Joshua (24:14-15) challenges us to choose whom we will serve. “14Now there-
fore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your     
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 Now if you are unwilling to 
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the 
region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.”  
 We are faced with a choice. We cannot endorse the ways of violence and follow Jesus at 
the same time. When the laws of the nation are unjust, we must say that they are and stand for     
justice, truth, and love. We must bring people together and not allow societal differences to break 
them apart. Will we live as men and women who believe that Jesus, the Prince of Peace, is the Son 
of God and the Savior of the world? Or will we only give lip service to our faith and decide for        
ourselves what word we will live by?  
  
Rev. Jimmie R. Hawkins, Director, Office of Public Witness/U.N. Office 
·  ·  ·   

Choose this Day Whom You Will Serve:                                                           

Statement on the Kyle Rittenhouse Verdict 

(Presbyterian Statement) 

(continued from Page 6) 

Brother Bobby shared this beautiful poem he wrote at the church service on November 14th.       

Several members asked that it be included in the December newsletter.   
 

God Whispered In My Ear 
                                                                                                      by Brother Bobby Taylor 

 
 
Time and again, I sold my future for satisfaction now. I tried to hide the pain I felt 
inside, some way somehow. Wounded by my shattered dreams the pieces pierced 
my soul. My mistakes too great to count, but oh so great has been their toll. On my 
own I can’t go on; the truth is plain to see. No sense of purpose what’s the use 
WHAT, will become of me? Yet in my tearful remorse I can plainly hear “Fear 
Not,” God whispered.  “Fear Not” God whispered in my ear. 

Thought that I could fix myself, chances none and slim. I’d jump out of the life boat 
even though I cannot swim. BUT GOD reached out his hand and from the cold waters pulled me 
clear. “Fear Not” God whispered . “Fear Not” God whispered in my ear. 

Just call to me give your all to me. I’m always with you I am there. I came to thee, and died up on a 
tree to show how much I care. Just call to me give your all to me, a Savior who loves you so dear. I 
came to thee, died on a tree. A perfect love that will cast out all fear. 

God said His grace would deliver me and help me make the right choice. If I sit still, I can and will 
hear the sound of his voice saying: “There’s still hope for you my child, though precious time has 
been lost. Know that you’re forgiven, MY SON HAS PAID THE COST.” I sent a Savior into the 
world that He might set the captives free. Be still and know that I AM GOD, give your life back to 
me. Be still and know that I AM God and I will lead you to recovery. Yes, it’s taken you a long, long 
time, but now Your Time Is Here. “Fear Not” God whispered. “Fear Not” God whispered in my 
ear. 
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Session News Today                                                                                                           

by Ruling Elders; Reverend Dr. Carolyn Peters & Clerk of Session, Marva Gray 

 
Greetings College Hill family and friends!  As we enter into the month of December, we are at the 

end of our calendar year 12 months, and the last of seven months having 31 days. What are your 

plans for the month of December? With the many things that COVID has brought, we have an      

opportunity to reflect on the year of 2021, and project on the year 2022.  We pray you and yours are 

safe, healthy and blessed in many ways. 

 

News from our latest Session meeting: 

 

Session has approved a proposal from Christian education for the youth to resume Sunday 

School inside the second and fourth Sundays of the month.  The Nursery will now be open 

every Sunday, as long as we have enough help.  Teachers and teaching assistants are still 

needed.  Once we have enough help, no volunteer teacher or assistant would have to be    

outside of worship more than one Sunday a month. 

 

We are also now allowing young adults who are 18 and up, and who have graduated of high 

school, to become teaching assistants.  This will allow some of our more mature youth to be 

able to assist teachers in the classroom, per our protocols.  In the interim, until we have more 

teachers and assistants, Youth Sunday School will meet in Fellowship Hall and Prugh lounge 

for the second and fourth Sundays.  This will allow us to have separate age-classes in a large 

area with multiple adults, while maintaining our protocols. When we have an overflow from 

worship service upstairs, if there are not enough teachers to move into our regular           

classrooms, students will be asked to join their parents in the worship service.   

 

Won’t you consider being a teacher or teachers’ assistant?  Education and training will be 

provided, and background checks are required.  Let us show our youth that they are a priority 

by devoting the time, resources and attention needed to continue this important ministry.  

 

December 25, Christmas Day will be on a Saturday this year.  Please tune in to the College 

Hill Community church Facebook or YouTube page for a joyous Christmas service.  More    

details to follow. 

 

December 26, we hope to see you in the sanctuary to celebrate in person once again the 

birth of our Savior!  For many, this also begins Kwanzaa holiday celebrations.  More details to 

follow. 

 

Have a blessed and happy holiday season!  From: College Hill Community Church, Session 

and Pastor. 
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Spanish Language Bible Study SUNDAY NIGHTS at 7pm via Zoom 

 Join us on Sunday nights at 7pm for a lively and informative Bible Study in collaboration with our 

sister church, the Presbyterian Church of Cartagena, Colombia.  Pastor Angelica leads us weekly in a           

theologically grounded, practical, and participatory investigation of the scriptures. 

 In August, we are beginning a new study, “Into the Light”, the Presbyterian         

Women series that looks at lament as a proper theological response to the difficult      

situations of our world. One of the foundational points of the study is that, in scripture, 

lament usually leads to hope. Hope implies movement: both God’s inherent movement 

toward justice and our movement toward God. Recovering lament may be one of the 

church’s most timely gifts to the world. 
 This is a family-friendly, multigenerational, international gathering in which chil-

dren, youth, and adults are all encouraged to participate!  

Connect via internet: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89568392922 
Dial-in by phone:  (301) 715-8592    
Meeting number: 89568392922 (then press # at the prompts, no password required) 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL MAGAZINES 

The Upper Room and Daily Bread devotional 

magazines are now  available.  Ask the usher 

for a copy.  

Our Greatest Need 
 
If our greatest need had been information, 
God would have sent us an educator. 
 
If our greatest need had been technology, 
God would have sent us a scientist. 
 
If our greatest need had been money, 
God would have sent us an economist. 
 
If our greatest need had been pleasure, 
God would have sent us an entertainer. 
 
But our greatest need was forgiveness and 
acceptance, SO GOD SENT US A SAVIOR.. 
 
—Author unknown 

From Newsletternewsletter Publication 

Bach Society Holiday Concert         

Sunday, Dec. 5, at 7:30 p.m. 

The annual festive Bach 

Society of Dayton holiday 

concert, in-person this 

year, will take place      

Sunday, December 5, at 

7:30 p.m. at the Kettering 

Adventist Church, 3939 

Stonebridge Rd., Kettering. The chorus, joined by 

the Kettering Advent Ringers handbell ensemble, will 

present traditional and modern Christmas carols and 

Hanukkah songs, and will invite the audience to join 

in singing four well-known Christmas hymns. Add a 

joyful touch to your holiday preparations with the 

beauty and warmth of this seasonal music! Our own 

Larry Hollar sings with the chorus and adds a special 

welcome for you. 

You must be fully vaccinated or have a recent      

negative COVID test to attend the concert. All       

audience members and performers must wear 

masks. A limited number of seats will be sold to    

ensure social distancing in the church, and the    

concert will be performed without intermission. 

You can purchase tickets at the Bach Society web 

site, https://bachsocietyofdayton.org/buy-tickets/

december, or by calling 937-294-2224. Adult tickets 

are $25, with student and military discounts. Chil-

dren 12 and under are free.  

https://us02web.zoom/
https://bachsocietyofdayton.org/buy-tickets/december
https://bachsocietyofdayton.org/buy-tickets/december
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THE STORY OF THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 

Maudella Parham was a long time member of College Hill Community 

Church.  She was involved in all aspects of the church. Everyone who 

knew her loved her.  She remained active in the church until her death in 

2014 at the age of 93.  Her mind remained very sharp and many people 

enjoyed her honesty and wonderful sense of humor. She was the Editor 

when I began working on the church newsletter.  Maudella thought it was 

important was to include the Christmas Story from Luke, chapter 2, in 

each December newsletter.  To continue this tradition, I’ve included the 

scripture below.  

The Birth of Jesus,   LUKE 2:1-16  Revised Standard Version (RSV) 
1
 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. 

2 
This 

was the first enrollment, when Quirin′i-us was governor of Syria. 
3 
And all went to be enrolled, each 

to his own city. 
4 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
5 
to be 

enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6 
And while they were there, the time came for 

her to be delivered. 
7 
And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
8 
And in that region there 

were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 
And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were filled with fear. 
10 

And the 

angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring 

you good news of a great joy which will come to all the 

people; 
11 

for to you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 

And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 

And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among men with whom he is 

pleased!”  
15 

When the angels went away from them into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has           

happened, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” 
16 

And they went with haste, and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
17 

And when 

they saw it they made known the saying which had 

been told them concerning this child; 
18 

and all who 

heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them. 
19 

But Mary kept all these things, pondering them 

in her heart. 
20 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Submitted by Jan Brecht 
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TEEN COLUMN 

Some Children See Him 

Some children see Him lily white, The baby Jesus born this night. 
Some children see Him lily white, With tresses soft and fair. 
Some children see Him bronzed and brown, The Lord of heav'n to earth come down. 
Some children see Him bronzed and brown,With dark and heavy hair. 
 
Some children see Him almond-eyed, This Savior whom we kneel beside. 
Some children see Him almond-eyed, With skin of yellow hue. 
Some children see Him dark as they, Sweet Mary's Son to whom we pray. 
Some children see him dark as they, And, ah! they love Him, too! 
 
The children in each different place Will see the baby Jesus' face 

Like theirs, but bright with heavenly grace, And filled with holy light. 
O lay aside each earthly thing And with thy heart as offering, 
Come worship now the infant King. 'Tis love that's born tonight!  

Words by Alfred Burt 
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Will You Be A Helper? 
 Helpers are always needed! Helpers are always wanted! Helpers are always special and 

greatly appreciated! Will you please be a helper? 

 

Ready to serve? 

Volunteers are needed on: 

Audio Visual Team 

Interpretation & Stewardship 

(Finance) 

Usher Board 

Contact: Church Office, Pastor Worthen, 

Sister Carole Estelle. 

Calling All Youth!!! 

Come one, come all.  Bring your time and  tal-

ents to be a worship leader, praise dancer, flag-

ger, sing in youth choir, spoken word, artist, dea-

con, usher, or other ministries. 

Contact the Church Office, Brother Marcus 

Johnson or Pastor Worthen 

Connect with others from around the Presbytery of the Miami Valley for a time of prayer. On 
the first Wednesday of the month at noon we will gather, via Zoom, for a time of prayer. This 
guided time of prayer will allow us to pray for one another, our neighbors, and our world. 
Those participating will have a chance to share their particular joys and concerns,               
celebrations, and challenges. 

Join via  Zoom:                                                                                                                                                     
Meeting ID: 813 8149 4899                                                                                                                                                         
Passcode: 984343 

 One tap mobile or dial by your location                                                                                                                       
+19292056099,,81381494899#,,,,*984343# US (New York)                                       
+13017158592,,81381494899#,,,,*984343# US (Washington DC) 

 Questions?  Contact Executive Presbyter Terry Kukuk at ep@miamipresbytery.org 

Join with others in Presbytery of the  
Miami Valley for a Time of Prayer 

JOIN PASTOR WORTHEN FOR BIBLE STUDY 

EVERY THURSDAY AT 6 PM ON ZOOM 

Meeting ID: 848 8361 9102    Pass Code: 334762  
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Merry Christmas from your 2021 Deacon Board!  This time of year always brings a transition of   

people for College Hill Deacons.  Deacons Erika Dixon and Jacqueline McKenzie are completing 

their terms at the end of December.  We thank Deacons Erika and Jacqueline for their dedication 

and service!  A new deacon will be joining us in January, 2022, Deacon Pat Townsel.  Please join 

us in welcoming Deacon Pat who has served as a deacon before, and will bring fresh energy and    

creativity.  This means, of course, that we will be re-working our Deacon Shepherding Lists, so we 

will communicate these changes soon. During this season we hear the word “gift” used in many 

ways, and the Bible speaks of “gifts”, too. “Each of you should use whatever gift you have      

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms”. 1 Peter 

4:10  To serve as a Deacon is actually a gift in return to us.  We cherish our College Hill family, and 

appreciate when you answer our phone calls or greet us with a smile.  We hope that our deacons, 

in return, are a “gift” to you.  Let’s walk into 2022 as the caring family we are, or as Deacon Larry          

Jenkins always says, “One Love!” 

How to Keep Christmas 

Inspirational author Wilferd Peterson pondered ways 

to “best keep Christmas” and “defeat the little bit of 

Scrooge in all of us.” After reading his suggestions, 

add your own! 

• By following the Star … to stand again in awe 

and wonder before the Babe in the manger. 

• By rediscovering the faith and simplicity of a little 

child.   

• By being still and listening to the angels sing   

within our hearts. 

• By quietly evaluating our lives according to the 

Master’s standards as set forth in the Sermon on 

the Mount. 

• By resolving to give ourselves away to others. 

• By using the light of Christmas to guide us 

through … the coming year.   

• Christmas presence  

• Amid the secular trappings of the holidays, we 

can lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas, 

until we lament with Charlie Brown, “Isn’t there 

anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?”  

From Newslettternewsletter Publication 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PEACEMAKING 
 

You are invited to join in the Social Justice 
and Peacemaking Meeting . 

           Dec 14, 2021 07:00 PM  

Join Zoom Meeting ID: 838 3655 9076 

Passcode: 170476  

Clergy Community Coalition contact info: 

Bishop Richard Cox- 937-287-9353 

Nancy Keihl 937-422-4391 

Or contact church office! 

SAVE YOUR STAMPS  

Please save your stamps 

from letters received.  The 

stamps should be cut 1/4” 

on each side. Stamps may 

be given to Gladys Turner Finney who 

will forward them to the Sisters of the 

Holy Cross to benefit their ministry with 

the Poor Fund 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

For safety during the pandemic, the secretary is now be on a hybrid schedule working both 
from home and in the office. 

Please be assured that phone calls will still be answered and/or returned Monday – Wednes-
day and Friday from 9am-2:30 pm.  Note these times may vary occasionally  depend-
ing on scheduling needs. 

The secretary will be present at the church most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9:00am-
2:30pm, and Thursdays from 12:30pm-3:00pm.  Remaining hours she will be working 
remotely. 

Office hours of the secretary remain 5 hours a day, 5 days a week.  However, some hours will 
be worked from home, while others will be worked at the church. 

If you need to come to the office, please schedule your visit the days she is scheduled to be 
present.  If for some reason you need to meet with the secretary outside of these 
hours, please call or email the office to set up a time. 

For those submitting announcements and/or prayer requests for service, the deadline is now 
Thursdays at 12pm. 
 

We solicit your support and prayers as we continue to navigate these unchartered waters of the 
pandemic.  We are working to make sure the office resources are made available as needed, 
while maintaining a level of safety for the office staff and pastor as well.  Pastor Worthen remains 
available to the congregation as needed: via email, phone and by appointment.     

THANK YOU 

Presbyterian Women received a note from 

the Paws4Abilities charity thanking us for our    

donation for Mason The Gladiator.  You will 

be gratified to know that even though he did 

not receive enough to purchase a dog, he 

was granted a scholarship for the additional 

amount.  So, he will get his assistance dog. I 

am sure God is pleased with our response to 

help others. Although we were not feeding or 

clothing the hungry, our actions were certain-

ly in line with the meaning of  Matthew 22 and 

25.  Thanks to all who contributed.  

Reframing the Fight for Civil Rights:             
Understanding the Discourse on                                                             

Equality Verses Equity                                                         
from a Social Justice Perspective  

 
This is an excellent article.  Read it at 
https://nfb.org//images/nfb/publications/bm/
bm21/bm2109/bm210905.htm  

I’m not going to 

lead your 

sleigh tonight 

so put the red 

paint away. 

No I’m not eating 

the   cookies.  I’m 

just guarding them! 

Just hanging out  

until the kids      

wake up! 

If we can get along, why 

can’t the Democrats and 

Republicans? 

https://nfb.org/images/nfb/publications/bm/bm21/bm2109/bm210905.htm
https://nfb.org/images/nfb/publications/bm/bm21/bm2109/bm210905.htm
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WHAT’S IN A GIFT? 

A couple of years ago, our church planned a giving tree to have gifts for our young people.  Members and 

friends volunteered to buy a gift costing approximately $15.00.  Along the way, someone raised a question 

about the cost of the presents.  For example, suppose the gift was on sale for was on sale for $15.00, but was 

worth more.  That question raised some consternation, resulting in the project being  dropped.      

Thinking of that experience along with all the present-day- commercials tying  the cost of  a gift to the amount 

of love felt by the giver,  took me back to my childhood.  

 I was the seventh of nine children born into a family solely supported by my father, who operated his own 

trucking business.  My mother was a stay –at-home mom.  Our financial situation depended upon  the ups 

and downs of  a small business right after WWII.  Sometimes my mom did not have Christmas shopping mon-

ey until the week before Christmas.    We received a minimum of gifts, and usually not name brand.  Of 

course, we only had one small black and white tv, a radio in the living room, one telephone in the whole 

house, and only one car.  So, we were not continually bombarded with advertisements; or open to much peer 

pressure.  In other words, the opportunities for comparison feedback overload were severely limited.  But 

even more importantly we were focused much more on what home and church taught were the real 

meaning of Christmas, ( although we did hate having to be in the Christmas play directed by our great 

Aunt Emma.  We were able to get excited over simple things such as waiting for “Slowdrag” (always late!) to 

count, open, and creatively display the numerous Christmas cards that came each day.  Christmas carols 

were only sung for a week or two, so they were something eagerly to anticipate every year. 

We never knew the term “quality time,” but we surely experienced it!  My mom was a great cook and baker.  

The day after Thanksgiving my mom would begin her holiday baking with making fruitcake.  My family was 

totally tea -totaling, but, somehow or other, there was this special grape juice my mom  would bring out from 

time to time to moisten it.  Once, one of my brothers tasted some, and declared it was very funny tasting.  He 

claimed it made him feel funny too.  I wonder what caused that.  It was not until we were grown that we knew 

what that special juice actually was. 

But one of the things that we liked best, was our cookie tasting.  In elementary school, we came home for 

lunch.  Every day in December, for about two weeks, my mom would have a new cookie for us to try.  In addi-

tion to the laundry, ironing, house cleaning, etc., she enjoyed experimenting with new or recipes, or putting a 

new twist on an old favorite.  We got to be the taste-testers passing judgment if it was a keeper.  Our house a 

favorite in the neighborhood, not just with our friends, but even with the bread man, or Slowdrag (our mail-

man) who would even get a warm cookie o two if their deliveries came at the right time. 

Along with our faith, perhaps my mom’s ability to change scarcity into tradition had the most influ-

ence upon our understanding  that  money is not the definer of love.  There was no careless ripping of 

wrapping paper on Christmas morning.  We carefully removed the tape, the paper, and bows,  which were 

gathered carefully, pressed and stored for use the following Christmas.  Two of my sisters were especially 

gifted and beautiful wrappers.  Each year, boxes were brought out with the stored goods, and we had wrap-

ping parties.  We lovingly exclaimed about the length of time these treasures had been with us.  Remnants of 

this activity remain in our family in different ways.  For years, as many of us as possible went to my parents’ 

home for Christmas Eve for a joyous time of eating , wrapping  and singing.  Now they are gone, we don’t 

do the group wrapping, but we still gather for feeding our bodies and our souls, and thanking God for 

His wonderful example that the best gift that can be given is that of love for one another.  The material 

gifts may be lost, damaged, or merely forgotten.  The real gift is the love they symbolize, mimicking 

God’s eternal love  for us. 

Submitted by Pat Townsel 
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REMINDER 

Thanks to all who helped donate one gallon pop 
tabs to Ronald McDonald's house to help out of 

town families with children hospitalized.  
Still collecting used eyeglasses, cell phones, 

stamp.   Darlene Brookshire   

 

BROWNS VS BENGALS GAME TICKETS 

Group tickets for the Browns vs Bengals 

game on Jan. 9, 2022 are available now. 

Group of at least 20 people! Please contact 

the office of Kameren at: 

kturner@clevelandbrowns.com 

 

 

 

Presbytery of the Miami Valley 

December 2021 Prayer List 

Each week we ask you to pray for a congregation or group in our presbytery. In addition, the       

presbytery groups we ask you to pray for during the month of December are the Retired Pastors and 

Certified Christian Educators of Presbytery of the Miami Valley.  

December 5 - Those working in Christian Education Ministries: 

Meg Brown (Children’s Ministries, Hamilton); Stacy Francis (Children’s Ministry Director, Monroe: 
One Community); Loralei Harding (Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Dayton: Fairmont); Kylie         
Hettinger (Director of Ministries for Children and Families, Dayton: Westminster); and Josh Sweeney 
(Director of Children’s Ministries, Dayton: Southminster).  

December 12 - Those working in Christian Education Ministries: 

Gina Craft, (Youth Ministry Middletown: St. Luke United); Trey Henderson (Education & Youth     
Ministry, Bellefontaine: First United); Marcus Johnson (Youth Director, College Hill Community); 
Brad Mattingly (Director of Youth Ministry, Dayton: Sugar Creek); Mark Provart (Youth and Young 
Adult/Family Ministry, Hamilton); Ashley Rutledge (Youth Ministry Director, Monroe: One             
Community); and Evyn Steinberger (Youth Director, Springfield: Covenant).  
  
December 19 - Those working in Christian Education Ministries:s 

Dawn Davis (Christian Education Coordinator, Sidney: First); Erin Dickerson (Director of Christian 
Education, Dayton: Sugar Creek); Tyra Jackson (Christian Education Director, Springfield:           
Covenant); Lisa Kaufer (Director of Faith Formation, Middletown: First); and Sara Maus (Director of 
Christian Education, Wilmington).  
  
December 26 - Those working in Christian Education Ministries: 

Beth Pool (Director of Christian Education, Youth Contact, Eaton); Sarah Steenrod (Program        
Coordinator, Sidney: First); Isaiah Swain (Young Adult / Discipleship Director, Monroe: One        
Community); and Stefanie Swift (Program Director, Troy: First). 

FAITHLIFE – ELECTRONIC GIVING 

Interpretation & Stewardship Ministry is accepting your offering and contributions to  College Hill 

Community Church through Faithlife.com. Register at https://faithlife.com/products/giving                                                                      

by creating a user name and password 

Offerings may also be mailed to or dropped off at the church office. 

mailto:kturner@clevelandbrowns.com
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REGULAR MEETINGS DECEMBER 2021 

Worship Service - every Sunday at 10:30 AM at College Hill Community Church. Also live streamed 

via Face book on collegehillcommunitychurch Facebook page.  Previous recordings of services    

available on our Facebook page and Youtube. 

Adult Sunday School - every Sunday at 9:15 AM on Zoom.   Meeting ID: 812 9453 9963 Passcode: 

759784   

Bible Study - every Thursday at 6:00 PM – 7:00PM on Zoom with Pastor Worthen (Dec. 2, 9, 16, 

and the 23 is tentative). Meeting ID: 848 8361 9102 Pass, code: 334762 

Buildings & Grounds – Wednesday, December 8 at 2pm.   

Christian Education – Sunday (Dec. 19), following the worship service 

Deacons – third Monday of every month at 6:00 PM, (Dec. 20) on Zoom 

I & S  Meeting - 2nd Monday at 3PM (Dec. 13) on Zoom  

Indoor/Outdoor Worship Committee – as needed 

Personnel – as needed.  Wednesday, December 14 at 6pm. 

Session – 4
th
 Monday of every month at 6:00 PM, (Dec. 27) on Zoom 

Social Justice and Peacemaking – 2nd Tuesday (Nov. 9) at 7:00 PM on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 838 3655 9076   Passcode: 170476   

Spanish Language Bible Study -  Every Sunday at 8:00 PM (Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26) via Zoom.  Con-

nect via internet: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89568392922.  Dial-in by phone: (301) 715-8592   Meet-

ing number: 89568392922 (then press # at the prompts, no password required) 

Worship & Music – 2nd Tuesday (Dec. 14) at 4:30 or 5:00 PM on Zoom   

SPECIAL DAYS/EVENTS DECEMBER 2021 

December 5 – Bach Concert 7:30 PM at the Kettering Adventist Church (see page 8 for details) 

December 5 – Second Sunday of Advent 

December 12 – Third Sunday of Advent 

December 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 

December 25 – Christmas Day (worship service on Facebook and YouTube) 

December 26 – Kwanzaa Begins 

December 31 – New Year’s Eve 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89568392922
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PHONE 937-278-4203  ●  FAX 937-278-2606 

EMAIL:  collegehillcommunitychurch@gmail.com 

WEB SITE:   www.collegehillcommunitychurch.org/ 

Rev. Dr. M. Merritt Worthen - Pastor                                                                

Marva Gray - Clerk of Session 

Jan Brecht -  Newsletter Co-Editor 

Pat Townsel - Newsletter Co-Editor 

Kathy Lakes - Deacon Moderator 

Co l le ge  H i l l  Com mun i t y  Chu rch   

1547  PHILADELPHIA  DRIVE  

DAYTON,  OHIO  45406  

THE MISSION STATEMENT FOR COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY CHURCH 

We are a family of Christians who intentionally include all God’s children  as we live in faithful 

obedience to God’s command to love one another and seek justice, using Jesus as our          

example. We strive to serve God’s people and connect to each  other personally, spiritually and 

socially. 

DEACONS 

RUTH BRAGG 937-715-2194 braggruth6@gmail.com 

JAN BRECHT 937-572-3706 jsbpups@aol.com 

PAULA DRAKE 937-856-5681 pdrake7952@gmail.com 

KATHY LAKES (MODERATOR) 937-212-5776 lakeskathy@gmail.com 

MACKARTHOR LAKES 937-397-5197 mack.lakes1956@gmail.com 

LARRY JENKINS 937-231-3508 Niallc3@gmail.com 

JACQUELINE MCKENZIE 937-802-5762 jacqueline_mckenzie@frontier.com  

MELANIE MONZON 937-510-8978 melanie.anywhere@gmail.com 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

pastor@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

(Pastor Worthen) 

secretary@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

(Dominique Worthen, church secretary) 

treasurer@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

(Ivy Young, treasurer) 

The weekly prayer walk around the     

neighborhood has been postponed until 

the weather is warmer. 

Pat and I want to wish everyone 

a very, Happy Holiday and 

Peace and Love in the New Year! 

Jan Brecht 

mailto:jacqueline_mckenzie@frontier.com

