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COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN USA 

JOIN US EACH SUNDAY  

WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:30 AM (Bilingual Worship) inside the church and on 

College Hill Community Church’s Facebook Page                                                                                                              

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  9:15 AM ON ZOOM 

What Would Jesus Do?   

                                                            By Editor Jan Brecht 

Pastor Worthen wrote an article for the January 2021 church newsletter titled WWJD (What Would 

Jesus Do?).   I reread the article due to the current turmoil at College Hill.  The following excerpt was 

included.  I feel it is worth revisiting at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was upset to hear a group of members who are dissatisfied with College Hill, the Pastor, and the  

Session went to the Presbytery with various complaints about our church. Now many of the churches 

in Miami Presbytery probably view us as a problem church. I’m concerned with what the Presbytery 

will do with those complaints.  I don’t want to see the Presbytery take control of College Hill. I don’t 

want them to decide where our money goes.  I don’t want them to decide our future.  

This group certainly has the right to express their opinion if they disagree with something.   I respect                     

they are voicing their opinion.  I have heard comments from both sides how the other group has     

acted in a disrespectful way.  Did both groups sit down and communicate as Christians or did their 

emotions take over before the dissenters went to the Presbytery?   I think there are two different 

ways to discuss disagreements.  One way is how the Democrats and Republicans do it in Congress, 

insulting each other with words as well as the tone of their voice.  All this does is cause more anger.  

The other way is to communicate in a calm manner with love and respect like the Golden Rule has 

taught us.       

“However, when trying to determine how to please God when people have radically    

opposing points of view, rarely can both sides if ever, be right.  Thus, in the face of     

division and opposition the question should always be asked: “What would Jesus do?”  

Which needs to be followed with two more questions.  

First, “Is our position or point of view in line with God, and therefore striving towards    

loving our neighbors, all neighbors?”  If it not, then we need to recalibrate.  We can   

disagree, but it should always be done in love.   

Second, even if we feel our position is in line with God, the question remains: “Are we 

acting on it in a way that lives out God’s principles?”  Regardless of race, nationality, 

sex, political affiliation, or any other differences, these questions need to be addressed 

as we consider: what we say, what we do, and what we condone” 

Continued on page 2 
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What Would Jesus Do?  (continued from page 1) 

The current situation  made me think back to 1978.  My father, Ray Brecht was an Elder at College 

Hill. During Holy Week he came home after a session meeting and seemed frustrated.                  

Approximately two and a half hours later, Mom asked me to check on him. Because I thought he 

was having a stroke I immediately called 911.  The following morning as we sat in the ICU waiting 

room, Reverend Kent Organ came to ICU to be with my family.  He took me aside and said, “the 

session meeting last night was extremely contentious - people were very upset and there was a lot 

of anger.  I hope it didn’t cause Ray’s stroke”.  I thought to myself it probably did but told Kent other-

wise.  I didn’t tell my family what Kent said because I didn’t want them to have the same question I 

did - did the anger at the church meeting cause dad’s stroke.  Dad died around sunset on Good     

Friday at the age of 59.  While the conversation with Kent was constantly on my mind, I didn’t       

consciously blame the church; however, subconsciously I think I did.  I got angrier and angrier and 

realized I didn’t want to be part of a church where Christians yelled at each other so I walked away 

from the church.  For forty years I stopped attending.                                                                                

I couldn’t shake Kent’s comment for years.  I always loved the church but at that time, while I still 

had my faith and believed in God’s word, I no longer believed in the organized church.  I finally came 

to terms with Dad’s death when I was going to therapy. It was then I came to the realization, I didn’t 

know if dad’s death was caused by the session meeting - I will never know.  If it was I couldn’t 

change the past - I just needed to accept it and move on.  I didn’t return to church right away.  Mom 

would frequently come home from church upset at things that were occurring and I had no desire to 

be part of it.  (She may have been upset due to the start of her dementia). 

I don’t want the stress caused by the disagreement in the church to cause Pastor Worthen, Session 

Members, or members of the group that is dissatisfied to become physically ill.  To me, the church I 

want to be a part of is a group of loving people that come together to worship God’s teachings.  It is 

a place where members feel like a family.  It is a place where we don’t fight among each other, we  

sit down as a group and talk it through - not take it to the Presbytery. It’s a place where they aren’t a 

lot of rules to follow.  I think back to when Christ was on earth.  They didn’t have a Book of Order to 

follow.  They didn’t have organized churches.  They just met and listened to God’s word. 

When Mom died in 2020, Pastor Worthen had only been at College Hill for about 6 weeks.  She was 

such a comfort when she met with my family and me.  She asked us to tell her about mom and it 

was healing just to be able to recall those wonderful memories.  At mom’s service, my entire family 

was so grateful for her beautify eulogy - she really captured mom’s essence - it’s like she knew mom 

all of her life.  I realized at that time, this was a very special, caring and loving woman.  I started 

watching the church services on Facebook and was inspired by her messages.  Because of Pastor 

Worthen, I returned to the church after 40 years and am so thankful I did.  A couple of months ago, I 

was sitting in church and suddenly felt this overwhelming feeling of love - a feeling I hadn’t felt since 

the church I attended as  child.  As I looked around, I could see and feel love. My eyes started to 

tear as I thought “I’ve come home”. 

I like the fact Pastor is bringing in new members who live in the neighborhood. I like the fact she 

baptized people who saw baptisms occur while they were driving by the church, stopped and asked 

to be baptized.   

continued on page 3 



 

3 

         What Would Jesus Do?  (continued from page 2) 

I don’t think Jesus checked with the Presbytery or had anyone’s approval to baptize people.  She 

asked the people the appropriate questions and the two children she baptized, did a wonderful job of 

asking them questions in a way they understood. I support her vision for the future of College Hill. I 

want to be a part of that future.  The church isn’t the building - it’s the Christians who attend. 

There is a congregational meeting scheduled on December 11th after the church service.  I’m     

praying that it is a positive meeting where we come together as Christians with love to discuss our 

differences.  This means both sides coming with an open mind.  Putting your anger or dislike of 

someone on the back burner.  None of us are perfect. I imagine the people who went to the                           

Presbytery feel they are right and the people who support the pastor and her vision feel they are 

right.  I imagine both are right about some things and are wrong about others.  I just ask that you 

leave any angry attitudes at home and address concerns in a positive manner.  We need to Care-

front people instead of confront people.  When you confront someone it is usually done in anger and 

nothing is resolved. When you carefront someone, you recognize them as a person, and address 

them with respect You are honest with your opinion in a kind manner. You treat them like you want 

to be treated.  I’ve had disagreements with people where my emotions take over and nothing is    

settled. I’ve learned to keep my emotions under control and just be honest with what I feel.  No    

matter how much I disagree with a person or dislike them, I treat the person with respect while we 

talk.  Remember, the tone of your voice says just as much if not more than your words, and if you 

talk to someone in accusing manner, it puts them on the defensive and that leads to heated          

arguments. We need to not only hear with our ears what others are saying  but listen with our minds 

and our hearts. That is what I feel Jesus would do. 

I want to conclude with the lyrics to a song we use to sing in church. The song is “They Will Know 

We Are Christians By Our Love”.  Please think about the lyrics before you come to the meeting.   

They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love  

We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord, We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord 

And we pray that all unity, May one day be restored, And they'll know we are Christians 

By our love, By our love, Yes, they'll know we are Christians By our love  

We will walk with each other, We will walk hand in hand. We will walk with each other. We will walk 

hand in hand,  And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land. And they'll know we are 

Christians By our love, By our love, Yes, they'll know we are Christians By our love. 

We will work with each other. We will work side by side. We will work with each other. We will work 

side by side. And we'll guard human dignity And save human lives. And they'll know we are Chris-

tians By our love, By our love. Yes, they'll know we are Christians By our love. 

All praise to the Father From whom all things come. And all praise to Christ Jesus His only son, And 

all praise to the Spirit Who makes us one  And they'll know we are Christians By our love, By our 

love Yes, they'll know we are Christians By our love. 

After the meeting, I hope this is true of all  members that we will know we are Christians by our love. 

Peace and Love,  Jan 

Note:  As you can tell I support the Pastor and Session 100%.  In fairness to both groups, if someone 

who is dissatisfied wants to write something, forward it to me and I will send it to everyone who receives 

the newsletter. 



 

4 

 

 

 
 

Prayers for Safe Traveling Mercies, Jobs, Life                                                                               
Situations 

• Prayers for all those moving or in a time of transition! 

• Prayers for Ukraine & Russia 

• Prayers for Pastor Worthen and her family! 

• Prayers for Jose & Dylan Vidal, and their family 

• Prayers for everyone watching online, and that they 
 feel led to join with us again soon! 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS - MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Prayers of Healing, Recovery & Comfort over Illness, 

Health Tests and Treatments  

• Prayers of healing and comfort for Vicki Eason 

• Prayers for Ruth Bragg (we also thank her for her 
steadfast service as a deacon!) 

• Prayers of healing and treatments for Carole and 

Shannon Estelle 

• Bruce Johnson 

• Brianna Smith 

Prayers for Comfort, Love & Peace for those Grieving  

• Prayers for Krista Lewis, Brenda and Dan Peters over 
the death of Michaele Peters 

• Prayers for the Jauntee McGriff and the family of     
Vivian Fletcher 

• Prayers for the families and communities of the recent 

tragedies, shootings, bombings, and accidents. 

Prayers over Our Community, and the World  

• Prayers for those struggling with mental health 

• Prayers for anyone feeling overwhelmed 

• Prayers for a new HOSPITAL! 

• Prayers for everyone to love with God’s love 

• Prayers for our church members and leadership, and                               
 our sister church in Cartagena 

• Justice, healing & reconciliation in our nation and 

 communities 

• God’s peace, protection and revitalization 

Prayers of Comfort, Healing & Peace                                    

for those with Chronic Illness 

• Brenda Brown 

• Ruth Bragg and Family 

• Vicki Eason 

• Bruce Johnson 

• Michael Love 

• Nelson Stone Sr. 

• Dorris Thompson 

• Gerry Thompson 

• Pastor Darryll & Rev. Karen Young 

• Michael and Gloria Gates 

• The Stevens Family 

• Connie Lawson 

• Carole & Shannon Estelle 

 
PRAYER LIST AND BIRTHDAYS 

Praise Reports 

• We thank God for everyone that has 

been healed from cancer, sickness, 
mental health & so many more      
ailments! 

Chante Johnson 1-Dec  Richard Martinez 16-Dec  Earl Thompson 23-Dec 

Jennifer Smith 3-Dec  MacArthur Lakes, Sr. 16-Dec  Shirely Dixon 23-Dec 

Harriet Merritt 3-Dec  Melanie Monzon 16-Dec  Alexis Lambright 25-Dec 

Astin Laury 4-Dec  Helen Wakefield 19-Dec  Nicholas Coleman 26-Dec 

Delfina Campuzano 4-Dec  Charles Howard 20-Dec  Angela Comancho 28-Dec 

Lamont Robinson 6-Dec  Jim Stahler 20-Dec  Michael Love 28-Dec 

Kimora Peeters 11-Dec  Carole Estelle 21-Dec  Sheila Richardson 29-Dec 
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From Family of Michaele Camille Thomas 

Perhaps you said a prayer or made a phone call or sent a text message or 
posted on Facebook. Maybe you visited or sent a card, flowers or food. 
Maybe you just sit and thought of all the good memories that you have 
of Michaele. Whatever you did the family of Michaele Camille Thomas 
wishes to express our heartfelt gratitude for all your expressions of 
love and  kindness extended to us during this time of bereavement.  
Special thank you to all that assisted with her services - Pastor Dr.   
Merritt Worthen, singers, musician, ushers, greeters and those helping 
with the repast. Please continue to remember us in your prayers.  May 
God bless each and every one of you! 

The Lewis and Peters Family 

 

 

The Drake     

family lit the 

Candle of Hope 

for the first week 

of Advent on  

November 27 

DEACON NEWS 

   Deacon Larry Jenkins and Deacon Paula Drake’s time as Deacons comes to an end at the end    

 of this year.  On behalf of the Deacons and all members of College Hill, I want to thank them for 

 their dedicated service over the past three years. 

  

 

Both Paula and Larry have done an excellent job helping 

members of the church. Both have indicated although 

they will no longer have the title of Deacon, they will   

continue to be supportive of the College Hill Family. 

The Deacons are planning to host a pot luck lunch early 

in 2023.  Details will be in the February newsletter. We 

hope you  will be able to join us. 

Jan Brecht, Deacon Moderator 

 

I try to post everyone’s birthday for the 

month in the newsletter.  If you have a 

birthday that is not listed please let me 

know so your name can be added.  Also 

let me know if the wrong birthdate is listed 

so I can correct it.  You can notify me of 

any omissions or changes at 

jsbpups@aol.com, or call me at             

937-572-3706. 

Thanks.      Jan Brecht 
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ELAM PUBLIC RELATIONS MINISTRY UPDATE 
 
Season’s greetings from the Elam Public Relations ministry! We are happy to announce that    
under the leadership of chairperson  Brenda Peters we tested a new way to 
get the word out about College Hill.  A small committee formed and created 
a postcard showing the beauty of our sanctuary and on the back an invitation 
specifically to visit and worship with us the next few Advent Sundays and, 
of course, Christmas Sunday. We chose a quadrant of the 45406 area code 
and mailed 475 postcards.  Over the next few Sundays, Pastor Worthen will 
greet visitors and ask what brought them to College Hill. Hopefully, we hear some mention 
of our postcard campaign. Our ministry’s  hope is that you notice many new visitors this 
month and on Sundays to come.  Thank you to the committee which included Darlene   
Brookshire, Kathy Lakes, Krista Kay Lewis, and Pastor Worthen. 
 
Submitted by Kathy Lakes 

New Protocols Now In Effect for Fall and Winter Worship Services 

Session in October approved new protocols to ensure safety and health for indoor worship 

this fall and winter. While COVID hospitalization and death rates are currently in a better  

situation than   earlier in the pandemic, we continue to encourage anyone with symptoms or 

exposed to those with symptoms, or testing positive, to remain at home and worship with us 

online. 

For those worshiping in the sanctuary, the revised protocols include the following main 

changes from previous standards: 

--Wearing masks during and after worship is encouraged but not required, especially 

for people who are up to date with their vaccinations.  

--There is now open seating in all rows of the sanctuary without requiring social      

distancing in the pews. 

--Congregational singing continues to be encouraged with or without masks, and new 

choirs and dancing will be gradually introduced, with careful health screening for all 

worship  leaders. 

--The shields that were present in the chancel area have been removed. 

--Ensuring adequate airflow in the sanctuary continues as a high priority. This means     

keeping some of the side windows and curtains open to allow appropriate amounts 

of fresh air to circulate, consistent with outdoor temperatures. 

--Seating for those desiring more space, or if there is an overflow in the sanctuary, is 

in the fellowship hall, with an audio and video feed of the service available. 

--After-worship fellowship events, with masking optional, are again permitted. 

If you have questions please contact Pastor Worthen or Elder Larry Hollar, who chairs the 

Indoor Worship Protocols Committee. 
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THE STORY OF THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 

Maudella Parham was a long time member of College Hill Community 

Church.  She was involved in all aspects of the church. Everyone who 

knew her loved her.  She remained active in the church until her death in 

2014 at the age of 93.  Her mind remained very sharp and many people 

enjoyed her honesty and wonderful sense of humor. She was the Editor 

when I began working on the church newsletter.  Maudella thought it was 

important was to include the Christmas Story from Luke, chapter 2, in 

each December newsletter.  To continue this tradition, I’ve included the 

scripture below.  

The Birth of Jesus,   LUKE 2:1-16  Revised Standard Version (RSV) 
1
 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. 

2 
This 

was the first enrollment, when Quirin′i-us was governor of Syria. 
3 
And all went to be enrolled, each 

to his own city. 
4 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 

was of the house and lineage of David, 
5 
to be enrolled 

with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6 
And 

while they were there, the time came for her to be     

delivered. 
7 
And she gave birth to her first-born son and 

wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn.  
8 
And in that region there were shepherds out in 

the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 
And 

an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 

fear. 
10 

And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for 

behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will 

come to all the people; 
11 

for to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 

And 

this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped 

in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 

And     

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God 

in the highest, and on earth peace among men with 

whom he is pleased!”  
15 

When the angels went away 

from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one       

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16 

And they went with haste, and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
17 

And when they saw it they made known 

the saying which had been told them concerning this child; 
18 

and all who heard it wondered at what 

the shepherds told them. 
19 

But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
20 

And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 

Submitted by Jan Brecht 
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Don’t Miss the Bach Society Offering More “Sweet Sounds” 

The Bach Society of Dayton invites you to celebrate the season together at the  

annual “Sweet Sounds of the Holidays” concert on Sunday,     

December 4, at 7:30 p.m., at the Kettering Adventist Church, 

3939 Stonebridge Road, near Kettering Hospital. The holidays 

would not be complete without the chance to share the many 

songs and carols this concert offers, each reflecting in its own 

way the festive spirit that’s in the air. 

The Kettering Advent Ringers, led by Joan Ulloth Dorgan, and the Kettering     

Children’s Choir Chorale, directed by Bruce Swank, are the Bach Society’s musical 

partners again this year for this beloved holiday concert. You’ll be  invited to 

sing along on some of the great carols of the season. Larry Hollar of our           

congregation sings with the Bach Society. 

Tickets for the December 4 concert and all the Bach Society’s remaining season 

concerts can be ordered online at www.bachsocietyofdayton.org or by calling     

937-294-2224.  

 

Submitted by Larry Hollar 

CLERK’S CORNER 

Season Greetings College Hill Family, 

As some of you probably are aware, this has been a very busy month for Session.            

Because of assisting with funerals, urgent Presbytery matters, Thanksgiving and preparing 

for Advent, I am unable to sit down and give you a full Clerks Corner Report. 

Instead I would like to take this time to ask you all to be in prayer for our Pastor, Session, 

and Congregation.   

28 
We know that all things work together

[r]
 for good for those who love God, who are called            

according to his purpose. 

Romans 8:28 NRSV Updated Version 

Praise Be To God. 

Marva Gray 

Clerk of Session 

http://www.bachsocietyofdayton.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28130r
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The Courtesy Rules of Blindness 

When you meet me, be comfortable. It will help both of us if you remember these simple points of courtesy: 

I am an ordinary person who happens to be blind. You do not need to raise your voice or address me as if I 

were a child. Do not ask my spouse or friend if I want "cream in my coffee," ask me. 

I may use a long white cane or dog guide to walk independently, or I may ask to take your arm. Let me    

decide. Please do not grab my arm. Let me take yours. I will stay a half-step behind to anticipate curbs and 

steps. If I am using a dog guide, please do not pet or call the animal as these distractions can cause the dog 

guide to make mistakes that endanger me. 

I like to know who is in the room with me. Please speak to me when you enter, and introduce me to others. 

Include children and tell me if there is a cat or dog in the room. 

A partially opened door to a room, cabinet or car can be a hazard to me. Please be considerate. 

If the two of us are talking and something else catches your attention please verbally excuse yourself before 

leaving the conversation. Simply walking away when I am talking can leave me initially unaware that I am 

talking to no one (a truly embarrassing situation). 

I have no trouble with ordinary table skills and can manage without help. If I need help, I will ask. 

Do not avoid using words like "see." I use them too. I am usually glad to see you. 

Please do not talk about the wonderful compensations of blindness. My sense of smell, touch and hearing 

did not improve when I became blind. I rely on them more and therefore may get more information through 

those senses, but that's all. 

If I am your house guest, please show me around. I like to know where important things are: like the bath-

room, closet, dresser, windows, etc. I am even interested in the light switches, tell me if the lights are on or 

off. 

I will discuss blindness with you and answer all your questions if you are curious, but it's an old story to me. 

I have as many other interests as you. 

If you see me around town and want to greet me, please address me by name and tell me who you are. 

This helps me identify you more quickly. 

Do not think of me as "Just a blind person." I am just a person who happens to be blind. Blindness is not my 

only characteristic, it is just one of many features that make me who I am. 

When you see me approaching in a hallway or other common area please do not stop talking to those 

around you or otherwise become silent. Doing so may cause me to bump into you as your silence does not 

warn me of your presence. Instead, keep talking as normal or say "hello" if you prefer. 

If we are interacting individually or in a small group, please look my way when you speak to me. I am aware 

of your eye contact and its absence becomes annoying. 

IN all fifty states, the law requires drivers to yield the right of way when they see a white cane or dog guide. 

Only the blind may carry white canes. Certified dog guides (in harness) are allowed in all public places     

including: grocery stores, restaurants and hospitals. You see more blind persons today walking alone, not 

because there are more of us, but because more of us have learned to make our own way. 

These points were compiled by the Michigan State University Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities 
with assistance from the American Council of the Blind and the National Federation of the Blind. For more 
information contact RCPD at www.rcpd.msu.edu or (517) 884-RCPD. 

Submitted by Carolyn Peters 
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Clergy Community Coalition                 

Need for New Hospital 

Help show Premier Health that we will not 

accept  anything less than an adequate hos-

pital facility in Good Samaritan’s place.  Join 

us every Friday from 11:30 am to 12:30 am 

at the side of the     former Good Samaritan 

Hospital, 2222 Philadelphia Dr., to show 

your support.  

Contact Bishop Richard Cox (937-287-9353) 

FAITHLIFE – ELECTRONIC GIVING 

Interpretation & Stewardship Ministry is accepting 

your  offering and contributions to College Hill 

Community Church through Faithlife.com.           

Register at https://faithlife.com/products/giving                                                                      

by creating a user name and password 

Offerings may also be mailed to or dropped off at 

the church office. 

SAVE YOUR STAMPS  

Please save your Forever Stamps and stamps with postage amount from letters      

received.  The stamps should be cut 1/4” on each side. Stamps may be given to 

Gladys Turner Finney  

 

THANK YOU 

The Worship & Music Ministry thanks those who came together to decorate our sanctuary 
for the Christmas season!  It looks beautiful and definitely adds to the Spirit.  Thank you 
to Darlene Brookshire, Paula Drake, Judy McCray, Kathy Lakes, and Mack Lakes. Also, 
thank you to Donna Wilborn for her beautiful poinsettia arrangements throughout the 
sanctuary.  Watch for an announcement later to help take down the decorations in        
January.                                

Merry Christmas and God bless!                                                 Submitted by Kathy Lakes 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Three Kings Day Celebration 

The Evening of Friday, January 6th (exact time TBD) 

I'm excited to announce that after having to cancel the last few years due to the pandemic, our 

Three Kings celebration is back - bigger and better than before! So mark your calendars now and 

plan to join us at College Hill Church on the evening of Friday, January 6, 2023 for a vibrant          

celebration and time of fellowship with each other and our neighbors. The exact time will be          

announced soon. 

We will have a brief, simple bilingual worship service that will     

include our Three Kings play, which is a nativity play that focuses 

more specifically on the story of the three wise kings and their 

journey to find the Christ-child in order to worship Him and        

present Him with their gifts. Following worship, we will continue 

the celebration in fellowship hall with refreshments and the        

distribution of gifts to all of the children and youth present.  

We'll also enjoy "la rosca de reyes", also known in the US as "kings cake", a traditional wreath-

shaped sweet bread that has a tiny plastic baby Jesus hidden somewhere inside. It symbolizes how 

the kings hid the location of baby Jesus from Herrod and his army. If you find the baby Jesus hidden 

in your piece of bread...you'll win a prize! 

We are excited about bringing new life to our celebration of Three Kings Day at College Hill after not 

being able to congregate the way we've wanted due to the pandemic. We hope you will join us on 

the evening of January 6th for a wonderful multicultural and multigenerational celebration and time 

of warm and welcoming fellowship! 

Although this celebration is being sponsored by Hispanic Ministry, we hope that many of you will 

want to collaborate with us to make it a grand success. 

Ways You Can Help: 

 Spread the word to family, neighbors, and friends! (and collect name/age/gender data on        

children and youth who will attend) 

 Donate gift wrapping supplies: wrapping paper, tape, bows, etc. 

 Volunteer as a gift shopper (you'll be be given a list and will be fully reimbursed) 

 Volunteer to help wrap gifts 

 Help recruit children and youth to participate in our Three Kings Play 

 Help with the Nativity/Three Kings Play (help directing the kids and assisting them with their  

costumes and props) 

 Help with gift distribution at the celebration on January 6th 

 Help with set-up and decoration and/or clean-up of fellowship hall 

 Serve as a kitchen volunteer during the fellowship time (coffee, drinks, helping to serve the food. 

etc.) 

Please contact Melanie Monzon at (937) 510-8978 or melanie.anywhere@gmail.com to add       
children and youth to the list of those who will attend and/or to volunteer your time and talent. Many 
hands make light work! 
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“Do you hear 
what I hear?” 

“Hmm!  What do I 
want for Christmas?” 

“All I want for 
Christmas is for 
this hat to be 

removed!” 

TEEN PAGE 
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SECURITY   

I find great security in being right.  Getting a “U” (unsatisfactory) instead of an “S+” on a      

first-grade worksheet nearly sent me over the edge!  I still shudder at the memory of seeing that big 

red mark on my paper. I never wanted to have the experience repeated. And except for a similar 

mark on a math homework paper once in fourth grade, I managed to achieve that goal.  Not           

because I was exceptionally bright however, but because I carefully avoided any challenges outside 

of what I was certain I could do successfully.  Yes, I lived what most people would consider a dull 

life, but it suited me just fine.  (Or so I thought for a long time.)   

 Fast forward to modern life in which so many things I was taught were wrong, now are       

considered right; and my views are considered wrong.  Even worse some years ago, I was            

introduced in church to a statement similar to “The more certain you are that you are right, the more 

likely you are to be wrong.”  I was so disturbed, I tried to forget I ever heard it.  For the most part, I 

accomplished that, but the thought has kept popping up unexpectedly.  Recently when it did, I      

decided to be brave and examine it.    

That examination has had the potential to rock me much more profoundly than that first “U”.  

After all, one of the most essential elements of my identity is my certainty of the rightness of being a 

Christian.  And over this last year examining that conflicting concept, there have been times where 

doubts have assailed me.  Sometimes, I was even questioning the truth of religion itself.   

However, through dreams, sermons, Bible reading, prayer and all the expected ways, God 

has been leading me all the way. Lately He had me pick up a library book with an appealing title, but 

a story which I ordinarily would have rejected after the first few pages.  But God had me read the 

whole book. He has told me “seek and you shall find,” and repeatedly I find Him, as He has         

promised, everywhere.   Instead of being sullied by the reading, I emerged more certain than ever of 

the rightness of my beliefs.   

  His last revelation to my understanding was the scripture, I Corinthians 3:19,   

 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their 

craftiness,” With this scripture He allowed me to understand the statement.  I have come to believe 

“The more certain you are that you are right, the more likely you are to be wrong,” basically is       

foolishness.  After all, following its principal, if you believed it, you are likely to be wrong.   The storm 

of confusion finally is over, and God has once again restored me to certainty and security in Him and 

His Word. 

Submitted by Pat Townsel 

 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022 

FOLLOWING THE AM CHURCH 

SERVICE 

THANK YOU TO JOYCE JONES FOR 
THE WONDERFUL JOB SHE DID 

PREPARING THE NOVEMBER  
NEWSLETTER WHILE I WAS      

RECUPERATING. 

Jan Brecht 
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SONG REQUESTS 

Please let Dominique know of any 

song requests you have for Sunday 

Morning Worship. Send requests, 

whether hymns, gospel, contemporary, 

etc to Dominique Worthen through the church 

email or by calling the church office. 

COLLEGE HILL’S VAN MINISTRY  

Please notify the 

church office by 2:00 

pm every Friday if you 

are in need of a ride. 

REMINDER 

We continue to collect used eyeglasses,   
cell phones, stamps. can tabs, plastic tops/

lids and pill bottles (labels removed).  

We are beginning to collect old blankets 
and mattress covers (for sleeping bags), 
notepads/cards, 2023 calendars and egg 

cartons.  NO NEED TO 
WASTE  

       Darlene Brookshire   

 INSPIRATIONAL BRACELETS 
 
 Our Church is giving out bracelets to wear to remind us not to give up on our hopes and 
dreams because God is working in us, through us, and around us for good!    

 There are six styles with various inspirational  
verses on them.  Inside of the bracelets is the name College 
Hill Community Church as an identifier. Worship & Music has 
purchased enough bracelets to give every member one 
bracelet for free!  Personnel has also  invested to give one 
bracelet for all first-time visitors for free!   

  If you would like more than one bracelet, additional 
ones are available with a suggested donation of $2, or whatever the Spirit leads you.  Some 
members have already gotten every style!  We just want to be sure that everyone who wants 
one gets at least one bracelet without concern for cost.  The colors and styles are as specified: 

  Red:  The Blood Still Works – It Never Loses Its Power 
 Brown and White:  I Can Do All Things – All Things Through Christ 
 Lavender:  His Spirit Lives in Me – I Will Walk in His Peace 
 Pink & White:  Created to Worship – I am Wonderfully Made 
 Blue and Light Blue:  Do Not Fear – For God is With You 
 Black:  I’m Gonna See a Victory – The Battle Belongs to God  

We hope and pray you will be inspired and encouraged by these stylish bracelets every time you 
look at your wrist. Bracelets may be picked up after Sunday Services.  If you are unable 
to travel, please contact the office or your Deacon to make arrangements to have it 
brought to you. 
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    Presbytery of the Miami Valley 

    December 2022 Prayer List 

  Dec.   4 - Dayton Bath Presbyterian Church, located at 4624 Bath Road, Pastor Emily Haddox. 

  Dec. 11 - Bellbrook Presbyterian Church, located at 72 West Franklin Street, Bellbrook, Pastor     

     Diane Ziegler 

 Dec. 18 - Belle Center United Presbyterian Church, located at 202 Walnut Street, Belle Center,   

  Pastor Ted Dennis.   

 Dec. 25 - Bellefontaine First United Presbyterian Church, located at 117 North Main Street,                   

  Bellefontaine, Pastor Steve Merrin, Interim Christian Educator, Trey Henderson 

 Jan.  1  - Blue Ball Presbyterian Church, located at 6901 Roosevelt Ave, Franklin, Moderator   Gidget 

Collins. 

Each week we ask you to pray for a congregation or group in our presbytery. In addition, the people in the 

presbytery we ask you to pray for during the month of December are the retired Pastors and Certified Chris-

tian Educators of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley.  

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill my promise to my people. Justice and right-
eousness will fill the land and all will live in peace and safety.    -Jer. 33:14,16 

Connect with others from around the Presbytery 
of the Miami Valley for a time of prayer. On the 
first Wednesday of the month at noon we will 
gather, via Zoom, for a time of prayer. This guided 
time of prayer will allow us to pray for one a    
nother, our neighbors, and our world. Those       
participating will have a chance to share their     
particular joys and concerns, celebrations, and 
challenges. 

Join via  Zoom:                                                                                                                                                          
Meeting ID: 813 8149 4899                                                                                                                                                         
Passcode: 984343 

Questions?  Contact Executive Presbyter                 
Terry Kukuk at ep@miamipresbytery.org 

12/5 New Lebanon Courthouse 

  195 S. Clayton Rd. New Lebanon 

  2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

  

12/7 Clark State Community College 

 3775 Pentagon Blvd, Dayton  

 10:00 am - 11:30 pm 

  

12/12 Greater St. John’s Church 

  4200 Germantown Pike, Dayton 

  10:00 am – 11:30 am 

  

12/14 Living Word Church 

  926 E National Rd, Vandalia 

  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

  

12/14 Englewood Christian Assembly 

  415 N Main St, Englewood 

  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm 

  

12/21 Phillips Temple Church 

  3620 Shiloh Springs Rd, Trotwood 

  10:00 am – 11:30 am 

  

Every    
Weds. 

Dayton Food Bank 

56 Armor Pl. Dayton, OH 

9:00-11:00am 

MOBILE FOOD BANK 

Join with others in Presbytery of the  
Miami Valley for a Time of Prayer 
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REGULAR  MEETINGS  DECEMBER  2022 

Session has approved meetings inside.  Ministries and Committees may begin to convene 

inside after communication from Buildings & Grounds regarding protocols.  

Worship Service - every Sunday at 10:30 AM at College Hill Community Church. Also live streamed 

via Face book on collegehillcommunitychurch Facebook page. Previous recordings of service availa-

ble on our Facebook page and Youtube. 

Adult Sunday School - every Sunday at 9:15 AM on Zoom.   Meeting ID: 812 9453 9963 Passcode: 

759784   

Bible Study – every Thursday from 6:00 PM – 7:00PM on Zoom with Pastor Worthen (December 8, 

15, 22, 29 )  Meeting ID: 848 8361 9102 Passcode: 334672.  December 1 cancelled for Pastor’s    

vacation. 

Buildings & Grounds – 2nd Wednesdays at 2PM, (December 14) on Zoom 

Christian Education – T.B.D. 

Deacons – Third Mondays at 6:00 PM, (December 19) on Zoom 

I & S Meeting - 2nd Mondays at 3PM (December 12) on Zoom  

Indoor/Outdoor Worship Committee T.B.D. 

Personnel – T.B.D. 

Session – Fourth  Tuesdays at 6:00 PM.  (December 27).  

Social Justice and Peacemaking – (December 13 at 6:00 PM on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 838 3655 9076   Passcode: 170476   

Spanish Bible Study – Every Sunday Following the Worship Service  

Worship & Music – 2nd Tuesdays at 5PM (December 13)    

SPECIAL DAYS/EVENTS DECEMBER 2022 

Sunday, December 4 – Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 4 – “Sweet Sounds of the Holiday” (Bach Concert) See page 7 

Sunday, December 11 – Third Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 11 – Congregational Meeting – Following Worship Service 

Sunday, December 18 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 24- Christmas Eve – Christmas Eve service. Details to be announced 

Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 
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PHONE 937-278-4203  ●  FAX 937-278-2606 

EMAIL:  collegehillcommunitychurch@gmail.com 

WEB SITE:   www.collegehillcommunitychurch.org/ 

Rev. Dr. M. Merritt Worthen - Pastor                                                                

Marva Gray - Clerk of Session 

Jan Brecht -  Newsletter Co-Editor 

Pat Townsel - Newsletter Co-Editor 

Jan Brecht - Deacon Moderator 

Co l le ge  H i l l  Com mun i t y  Chu rch   

1547  PHILADELPHIA  DRIVE  

DAYTON,  OHIO  45406  

THE MISSION STATEMENT FOR COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY CHURCH 

We are a family of Christians who intentionally include all God’s children  as we live in faithful 

obedience to God’s command to love one another and seek justice, using Jesus as our          

example. We strive to serve God’s people and connect to each  other personally, spiritually and 

socially. 

DEACONS 

JAN BRECHT 937-572-3706 jsbpups@aol.com 

PAULA DRAKE 937-856-5681 pdrake7952@gmail.com 

MACKARTHOR LAKES 937-397-5197 mack.lakes1956@gmail.com 

LARRY JENKINS 937-231-3508 Niallc3@gmail.com 

MELANIE MONZON 937-510-8978 melanie.anywhere@gmail.com 

PAT TOWNSEL 937-832-1293 pltowns@msn.com  

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

pastor@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

(Pastor Worthen) 

secretary@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

 

treasurer@collegehillcommunitychurch.org 

(Ivy Young, treasurer) 

 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL MAGAZINES 

The Upper Room and Daily Bread devotional 

magazines are now  available.  Ask the usher 

for a copy.  

mailto:pltowns@msn.com

